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EVASIVE POLICY EXPUSED. 
We have been much pleased with the spir 


and point of the following article, extracted from 


We hope the writer 
will continue to enlighten his readers through the 


the Charleston Observer. 


eame medium, 


_ Mr, Editor—In your paper of the 15th of Sep- 
a communication from 
** A Member of the last Assembly,” in relation 
to some of the proceedings of that body, upon 
The subject 
is one to which the attention of many of our 
churches in the Southern States is beginning to 
be turned with some interest; and on which it is 
proper that they should be enlightened; so fully’ 
at least, as to enable them to judge correctly on 
points on which they must be called to act. ‘This 


tember, there appeare 


which I would offer a few remarks. 


ought, however, to be done in a way to avoid, a 


far as possible, all controversy, and all improper 


excitement. 


No one, I presume, will question that the pur- 
pose of your correspondent, and of those who 
acted with him in the Assembly, was honest. 
They unquestionably aimed to promote the best 
interests of the church. But they were not in- 
fallible; and as members of a judicatory of the 
Church of Christ, who own themselves * respon- 
sible for the policy pursued” by that judicatory, 

. they cannot reasonably object to any proper in- 
It is not, 
however, my purpose to enter into such inquiry 
at this time, further than to offer a few hasty 
thoughts in relation to a single point brought to 


quiry into the wisdom of that policy. 


view in the communication referred to above. 
Your correspondent seems to be of opinion 


contrary to what has been generally supposed, 
that there were, tn fact, only two parties in the 

or the true 
** Old School,”’ and the ** Moderate Old School.”’ 
He discovered no **New School” even there. 
His judgment in this matter may be correct. 
Stull, many persons regret that he and those who 
acted with him did not suffer some test question to 
be acted upon, which should prove to the satisfac- 
He remarks 
that, ** it was apparent from all that was said in 
the Assembly, that the members would have 
united in doctrinal views, had they been called 


Assembly, the * Ultra Orthodox, 


tion of all, how far it is correct. 


upon to make a distinct expression, in a constitu 


tional form. Whenever a distinct expression can 
be had, it will be seen that the only difference 
between the parties is in form, not in facts; in 
But it is well known 
that many persons are of a very different opinion 
from this; and that.a@ considerable number of 
re- 
en- 
nings’ regolution. This resolution was designed 
to **bear testimony against error in doctrine,” 
believed, and so stated by members in their 
— to be held and taught by ministers in the 

resbyterian church, and in the Congregational 
churches, whose ministers are received by our 
Presbyteries, and allowed to preach among us, as 
readily as if they had been ordained in our own 
Now, here was a fair opportunity of de- 


words, not in principles.’ 


such were in the General Assembly. They 
sented test questions to that body in Mr. 


church. 
termining, by vote, **in a Constitutional form’ 


too, who in the Assembly were unsound un the 
Very many were anxious 
to know how the Assembly stood as to these 
points; how they would divide, if they could 
Why was it not ascer- 
Why was a direct vote avoided by 
Your correspondent 
says, ** there was sufficient evidence that the Ge- 


points here presented. 


divide at all. upon them. 
tained 
indefinite postponement t 


neral Assembly would, with almostentire nnanimi 
ty, perhaps with entire unanimity, have condemn 
ed any heresy specified in these resolutions.”” Wh 


no possible harm. It could have condemned no in 
dividuals, unless they held the errors. If they did 


the ** Moderate Men”’ themselves will admit, they 
ought to be condemned. Still, it would not be 
the act of the Assembly, but their own that would | 
Instead of doing harm, it would 
It would have given 


condemn them. 
have done much good. 
quiet to many an anxious breast within ou 
hounds, and have prevented much of the excite 
ment which now prevails in the church. 


are held and taught in the church, and feared 


ard do sill fear, titat some, at least, of them were 
Was it uot 
an object worthy the attention, and the efforts too, 
of ** Moderate Men’’ and ** Peace Men,”’ to re- 
move the solicitude of these faithful brethren in 
Christ; when, according to their own showing, 
they could so easily have done what these breth- 
ren asked them? Why wasitnotdone? Why 
was the evasive course of indefinite postpone- 
ment adopted, instead of a direct vote on each 


held by members of the Assembly. 


resolution ? 


It has been objected that the phraseology of 


some of the resolutions was too indefinite. Bu 


how easy to correct this by a verbal amendment, 
to which no one would object. If it was a fact 
that the members of the Assembly could * have 
united in doctrinal views,” how easy was it for 
the friends of moderation, by whom * the business 
was done,” to have drawn up resolutions that 
would make them do so; and thus spread oil over 
As to “the broad ground” 
on which we are told * the Assembly took their 
stand,”’ it was too broad, and that was the objec- 
tiontoit. They might, with at least equal plausi- 
bility, have made it still broader by the adoption 
of a resolution expressive simply of their adhe- 


the troubled waters. 


sion to the Bible. ‘But this would have been 


useless form; as was in fact, the resolution which 


they did adopt declarative of their attachment t 
the standards of the church. 


ered this either important or called for. Th 


charges made are not that men depart professedly 
But that they do so actually 
and materially, while they profess to adhere to 


from our standards. 


them. It is evident that the presenting of th 


resolution adopted, was a mere critical movement 
to evade the points presented by the one which 
postponed indefinitely to make way for it. 
It is plausible enough to say to the churches, 
cherish an unabated attach- 
But there is 
no doubt that the same thing would as readily, 
be said by a full 
Assembly of the Clergy of the established church 
of either England or Scotland, with regard to 
their Confession of Faith, respectively ; although 
it is well known, that, while the confessions of 
both countries are Calvinistic, very many of the 
are Arminian and Pelagian ; and some of 
Nor is dishonesty or 
any means necessarily implied in 
men’s subscribing to the same creed, with a very 


ment” to the Confession of Faith. 


and perhaps as unanimously, 


Cle 
Bisho s Unitarian. 
insincerity 


424 


ps for discontinuance, and Communi- 
ca paid. 
Ministers of the Presbyterian Church are authorised to actas 


It can- 
not be denied that there are many conscientious 
and devoted Ministers and Christians, men whom 

the Lord Jesus Christ loves, and whom all his 
disciples ought to love that believe these heresies 


For no one consid- 


great diversity of opinion among them as to the 
very doctrines specified in the creed. Such is 
the influence of ag meen upon men’s minds, that 
a strong wish to find a particular doctrine ina 
creed, or in the Scriptures, helps them very much 
in finding it there. No one suepects either Trini- 
tarians or Unitarians, Baptists, or Pedo-baptists, 
of insincerity in drawing their respective tenets 
from the Bible. And I do not doubt that a man 
may persuade himself he believes the doctrine of 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit, as taught in our 
Confession of Faith, while he resolves the whole 
process into a mere providential exhibition of the 
truth to the mind of the sinner. 

The object of creeds is not to improve upon the 
Bible; but to distinguish and bring together in 
one Church those who interpret the Scriptures so 
much alike that they can be thus united without 
controversy. If the creed of any church begins to 
be so far misinterpreted or evaded as to introduce 
material diversity of opinion and controversy into 
it, and thus defeat the very object of the creed, 
what_is the remedy? The first which most na- 
turally suggests itself, is a distinct expression by 
the church, or its representatives, of what the 
meaning of ita creed really is; and a condemna- 
tion of any error which may have crept in from 
misinterpretation or otherwise. Now, such a state 
of things the true * Old-school”’ party believe to 
exist in our church at this time; and such a 
course they endeavoured to adopt in the last As- 
sembly. Bat the party, called by your Corres- 
pondent the * Moderate Old School,” defeated 
them; by rejecting their resolution and substi- 
tuting one which every body admits can, in the 
present state of the churches, amount-to nothing. 
It is admitted, with your Correspondent, that 
**the theological opinions expressed”’ in Jennings’ 
resolutions, ** were not acted on at all” by the As- 
sembly. But this is the ground: of complaint. 
Why were they not? It is said the only differ- 
ence between the parties was not in doctrine, but 
in their way of doing business.” The way of our 
party was to march up boldly to the mark, and 
invite the other to do so ;—it was frankly to ex- 
press their own opinions, and ask their brethren 
to do so, that all might see how far they agreed 
or differed. ‘The way of the other party was to 
evade all this. I mean no reproach by using the 
word evade. Occasions occur which require 
evasion. The * Moderate men” no doubt, be- 
lieved this to be one. If it be objected that a 
crisis had not arrived, calling for such an expres- 
» | Sion of opinion as the Assembly were requested 

to make, the contests in that hody for the last 
several years are an answer to this objection. If 
it be said that such was not the way to proceed ; 
but to arraign and try the errorists; it is replied 
that hundreds of men may preach gross heresy from 
year to year and never put on paper a sentence 
that can be laid hold of, or commit themselves in 
any other way. If you find such men in your 
judicatories, you may detect them by some such 
resolutions as Jennings’, unless they fly the track. 
A case of discipline for heresy at this time, would 
agitate the church so extensively that it is best 
to avoid it if the evils can be got rid of without. 
-| The cases of Barnes and Duffield are in point. 

If all could have united in condemning the 
causes specified in the resolution, why did a con- 
spicuous number of the * Elective Affinity”’ 
Presbytery purpose a modification of the resolu- 
tion? And why was it that **a Doctor of Divin- 
ity’’ said, on the floor of the General Assembly, in 
relation to one or more of these heresies, ** If 
this be heresy I freely declare that so worship I 
the God of my Fathers ?” 


An Inquirer. 


From the Western Luminary. 
TIME FOR ACTION. 
Is the present crisis such as to make it the 
duty of the church in some form or other, to 
make a public profession of her determination, 
strictly to adhere to the standards of the church? 
The government of the Presbyterian Church is 
popular, or republican. In this respect, it is an- 
alogous to our civil government. And as the ex- 
periment is now making in America, whether 
civil government can be popular, and yet exist ; 
so is it inthe church. Itis a fact worthy of no- 
tice, that it is a moment of trembling solicitude, 
with regard to the experiment, in both the one 
and the other. How do civilians act, when con- 
-|stitutional rights are endangered? Why, they 
- | endeavour to rouse the public mind to a sense of 


y | their danger, and their rights, by conventions, 
then did they not? ‘lhe * evidence” deemed *‘suf- 


ficient” by your correspondent, was not deemed 
so by all others. To have condemned thein by en- 
tire, or almost entire unanimity, could have done 


public meetings, legislatures, and by solemn re- 
solutions, to maintain those rights at every haz- 
ard, against encroachment. And is there any 
other by which republican Presbyterians can 
-| maintain their religious rights, in opposition to 
disorganizing demagogues, than 
around the standards of the church, and by pub- 
lic and solemn resolations, professing their at- 
tachment to them, and their determination to 
maintain their purity? If the present crisis, 


r} innovations abroad in any section of the Presby- 
-| terian Church, then let sessions and Presbyte- 
ries, and Synods, by a solemn Act and Testimo- 
ny, in some form, resolve, to maintain the doc- 
trines and discipline of the church in their purity. 
But I do not argue this question merely on the 
principles of human policy—it is founded upon 
»| the authority of God’s word. Be ready to give 
to every man a reason for the hope that is within 
you. This a divine command! 
Myself and session, have entered our solemn 
protest against the errors specified in the * Act 
and Testimory,”? and we are ready to do it in 
Presbytery, and Synod, or any where, when call- 
ed upon, and shall I say, by the help of God, at 
the stake. If there are none of those errors 
among us, which I verily hope is the case, then 
let our ministers and elders, and private members, 
if they choose, and sessions, and Presbytery and 
Synod, avow it by solemn resolutions, and we are 
t | clear of the slander, if it is a slander on the Pres- 
byterian Church as some say. 
The history of God’s dealings with the Jews, 
under the Theocracy, furnishes us With important 
instruction, how the church ought to act to pre- 
serve its purity, and, I think, is a complete justifi- 
cation of the plan suggested by the Act and Tes- 
timony. @ How often did God through the officers 
he had appointed, call upon his church, to renew 
their covenant vows, and protest against error. 
As in the case of Moses, Joshua, the Judges and 
Kings, we witness the greatest reformations fol- 
lowing their solemn protests and professions. 
How did the Apostles direct the Chriatian 
a| Charch to preserve its purity? By covenanting 
with God—contending earnestly for the faith— 
o| protesting against error, and separating them- 
selves from obstinate heretics. And what gave 
e | rise to, and has majntained in*the Church, Creeds 
and Confessions, and Formulas, and covenants, 
but a protest against error, and a means of pre- 
serving the purity of the church. And pray. 
e| what will avail the standards of our beloved 
church, if she is not ready at all times, to protest 
against innovations in her doctrine and discipline; 
and zealous to preserve her purity? How much 
more consistent with the spirit of the Bible, and 
the character of true watchmen, would those dear 
brethren act, were they using their breath and 
ingenuity in writing, to wake up the church to a 
sense of her danger, than crying out against their 
brethren, slander, slander, peace, peace, all is 
well. How often has a faithful watchman found 
it necessary to raise a false alarm. to wake up 
those he wae set to guard, when he found they 
had fallen into too great security. I don’t say 
that a Christian watchman should adopt a strata- 
gem of this kind. I go upon the presumption, 
that there is cause sufficient, at least, to sound 
alarm, and waken up the church. It ought to be 


then, is such as to excite alarm ;—if there are | 


| 


y rallying |. 


engraven upon the heart of the church, as with a 
diamond—that her first, and highest object, is 
to preserve her purity, and secondly, her peace. 
For the wisdom from above, is first pure, then 
peaceable. 

Permit we to suggest (for I have already ex- 
ceeded my limits,) a few considerations, which, 
to my mind, would render a standing miracle ne- 
cessary to preserve the purity of the Presbyterian 
church, unless she is ever watchful to guard her 
standards. 

1. Her wide extent, from Maine to Mexico, 
and from the Atlantic to the Rocky Mountains, 
embracing all the sectional variety of habits, 
manners, and casts of character, not only of Ame- 
rica, but of the world. 

2. She has opened her communion to all deno- 
minations, who profess to hold the essentials of 
religion. 

3. She has opened a correspondence in the de- 
liberations of her supreme court, with almost all 
the reformed churches of Europe and America. 

4. She has (it is to be feared,) received into 
communion, through revivals, and protracted 
meetings mismanaged, a great influx of unedu- 
cated, untrained, undisciplined, and ungodly 
members. 

5. She is continually receiving into commu- 
nion with her, both ministers and private mem- 
bers, whose habits, mode of thinking, early asso- 
ciations and predilections, have been in favour of 
a form of government different from her own. 

6. Clergymen, licensed and ordained in sister 
churches, sent out as missionaries by voluntary 
associations, over which she has no control, are 
located in her bounds, and preaching to her 
churches. 

7. Agents frgm all the benevolent sucieties are 
passing and re-passing, crossing and re-crossing 
each other, through all the extent of her bounda- 
ry; and have the best opportunity of instilling all 
the peculiarities, if they have any. 7 

8. To all of which add, the impulse that is 
given to the public mind, by the all-absorbing 
enterprise of the day; by which the church is 
strongly tempted to secure unity of effort, to 
overlook, as subordinate matters, the order of 
God's house. 

By a single glance at the state of the Preshy- 
terian Church, it must be evident that its anion, 
purity, and peace, is not to be maintained without 
the greatest watchfulness and the most rigid ad- 
herence to her standards. I will now conclude 
by suggesting the following rules: 

1. Let sessions be particular not to receive 
into their communion unqualified members, and 
discipline the disorderly. 

2. Let Presbyteries be careful not to license 
and ordain insufficient men, or those unsound in 
the faith: be particular in judging of the qualifi- 
cations of foreign ministers who apply, to form a 
connexion with thefh. To discipline any clergy- 
man who preaches in their bounds, by phraseolo- 
gy or otherwise, sentiments contrary to the Con- 
fession of Faith—to be careful to send, as com- 
missioners to the General Assembly, such men as 
will fairly represent them. 

3. Let Synods be particular in seeing that 
Presbyteries do their duty, in preserving the or- 
der of God’s house. R. Stuart. 


ECCLESIASTES, CHAPTER 12th. 


Remember now thy Maker, 
In the season of thy youth, 
While thy limbs are full of vigour, 
And thy soul of love and truth; 
While the days of evil come not, 
Nor the years when thou shalt say, 
I have no pleasure in them, 
As they swifily glide away. | 


While the sunlight is not darkened, 
Ere the moon and stars grow dim, 
While no gloomy cloud hangs o’er thee, 
Lift up thy thoughts to him; 
And while yet there is about thee 
Not a sign of death’s dark hour, 
While thine eyes have all their brightness, 
And thy voice hath all its power ; 


While thy courage doth not fail thee, 
Nor thy strength doth yet decline, 
While the day in all its glory, 
Still around thy path doth shine, 
Ere like the snowy blossoms 
On the almond’s waving bough, 
Are the thin and scattered tresses, 
That float around thy brow; 


While quick and firm as ever 
Is thy step upon the mountain, 
While the wheel is at the cistern, 
And the pitcher by the fountain ; 
Ere thy doom hath yet gone forth, 
Or the fatal word is spoken, 
Ere the silver cord be loosened, 
Or the golden bowl be broken ; 


Remember thy Creator, 

In the morning of thy days ; 
Oh! think of him with gladness, 

And speak of him with praise ; 
So shalt thou feel no terror, 

When the dust to earth is borne, 
And unto God who gave it, 

The spirit doth return. 
—Christian Reyister, 


LUTHER’S BIRTH PLACE. 

By a correspondent of the N. Y. Baptist Register. 
In March, (1834,) I made a short tour from 
Halle, in company with my clerical friend from 
Philadelphia, to Eisleben, the birth place of Lu- 
ther. It lies about eighteen miles west of Halle, 
on the road to Gottingen. We passed through a 
flat and unvarying region, till we approached 
Rolsdorf, about half way, when two small lakes 
and a long ridge of land with beautiful vineyards, 
adorn the country. From this place, our road lay 
in a pleasing vale, in the depth of which Eisleben 
itself is situated. The town is old, containing 
about 8,000 inhabitants, and four churches. ‘The 
superintendent, to whom we had letters, showed 
us the church in which Luther preached his last 
sermon. .It has two pulpits, one of which is oc- 
cupied only twice a year, on Luther's birth day, 
and on the annual celebration of the Reformation. 
Before the altar stands two busts in bronze of 
Luther and Melanchthon, and on the right and left 
are deposited the ashes of the counts of Mans- 
feld, with whom the family of Luther had lived 
on terms of great intimacy. But a few steps 
from this church is the house where Luther died. 
In another part of the town we visited the room 
where he was born, now occupied by a charity 
school. In the adjoining church still stands the 
stone font where the good Catholics made him a 
Christian the day after his birth. 


THE SABBATH BREAKER SILENCED. 


I now beg leave (says the Missionary) to relate 
the simple argumeut of a pious poor old man with a 
Sabbath-breaker. Ihad it from the old man’s own 
mouth. In reasoning with the Sabbath-breaker, 
he said, ** Suppose now I had been at work hard 
all the week and earned seven shillings, and sup- 

ose I met a man in want, and gave him six-shil- 
lings freely and cheerfully out of the seven; what 
should you say to that ?—** Why I should say you 
were very kind, and that the man ought to be 
thankful.”” Well, suppose he were to knock me 
down, and rob me of the other shilling; what 
would you 7 to that? ** Why then he’d deserve 
hanging.” ell now this is your case, ** Thou 
art the man.” God has freely given you six days 
to work in and earn your bread, and the seventh 
he keeps to himself, and commands us to keep it 
holy, but you, not satisfied with the six days God 
has given, rob Him of the seventh, what then do 


you peserve? The man was silenced. 


From the New York American. 


MONROVIA. | 
Extract from the journal of an officer of the United 
Stales Navy. 


[The reader will observe that the date of the 
visit here described, was just after the recall of 
Gov. Mechlin, and just before the arrival of Gov. 
Pinney, the precise time when the colony was at 
the lowest point of depression. ] 

December 11, 1833.—The town of Monrovia is 
on the south side of the Junk of Mesurado River, 
and contains about 1000 inhabitants. The bank 
upon which the town is built is so high, that they 
have the full benefit of the land and sea breezes— 
a very important consideration in this hot climate. 
‘There are several good stone wharves upon the 
river, and large well filled store-houses. Imme- 
diately upon landing we were met by a party of 
well dressed gentlemen, of various hues, from coal 
black to bright yellow, by whom we were conduc- 
ted to the house of Mr. M‘Gill, the present Vice 
Agent fur the Colonization Society. Here we met 
with most of the dignitaries of the Colony, Judge 
Johnson, Colonel Barbour, Mr. Warner, Mr. 
Lewis, and others. After partaking of refreeh- 
ments, that were liberally provided, we visited the 
houses of the different gentlemen, and were treated 
with universal politeness. Our arrival appears to 
have given rise to general rejoicing. We found 
among the colonists mazy intelligert and respect- 
able men, who answered all our questions politely 
and satisfactorily. Our intercourse was somewhat 
constrained at first; we felt rather awkward, and 
there was some diffidence on the part of the coloured 
gentry; but in a short time, all this was thrown 
aside, and we conversed and associated with the 
utmost freedom. My name attracted the attention 
of Judge Johnson, who was originally from New 
Jersey, where the name is common. Althongh 
I could’ not claim the honour of a previous ac- 
quaintance with the Judge, we soon became inti- 
mate; and with another of the party, I received 
an invitation to dine with him. The rest of the 
officers were distributed among the other gentle- 
men. I found the house of the Judge, a comfort- 
able, well furnished, two story frame one, and the 
dinner such as you would get at the house of any 
of our most opulent farmers. Besides ourselves, 
the company consisted of the Judge and his two 
sons, a captain and lieutenant of artillery. Judge 
Johnson is a native of Trenton, New Jersey, about 
fifty years old, and if I may judge from the colour 
of his skin, not a drop of white blood lurks in his 
veins ; a man of good sound sense, not much as- 
sisted by education, the inconvenience of which 
he feels sensibly ; and that his sons may not la- 


-bour under the same disadvantage, every possible 


attention has been paid to the cultivation of their 
minds. They were so young when they left the 
United States, that they have but little recollec- 
tion of their relative standing with the whiter, 
and of consequence, are in a great measure divest- 
ed of that awkwardness still observable among 
the older men, and those who have emigrated 
more recently... We were much pleased with the 
conversation of these gentlemen. ‘They gave us 
a deal of information relative to the colony, of 
the many difficulties they had encountered, and 
of its present state and prospects. There waa 
one remark made by the Judge, so replete with 
good sense, that it deserves to be remembered. 
Speaking of the United States, he said, that 
when there, his greatest ambition was, to secure. 
the reputation of being a good servant, in which 
he believed he had succeeded; and had he re- 
mained there, he might have dragged out his life 


| comfortably enough ; but he was induced to leave, 
| purely on acceunt of his sons. They were now, 


he was proud to say, young men of the first con- 
sideration in the colony; and in the United 
States he would have been deemed fortunate in 
procuring them good situations as house waiters, 
or coachmen. The Judge does not confine him- 
self to the bench; he sometimes officiates in the 


pulpit, and displayed great skill and courage at 


the head of the colonial troops, in some of their 
wars with the natives. The reputation he there 
earned, has given him the name of the Washing- 
ton of West Africa. 

There are several shades of society here, but no 
distinct intermediate grades ;: all are divided into 
two, the geod and the worthless. This last class 
are by no means numerous. Nine tenths of those 
who fall victims to the fever are the lazy and dis- 
sipated, and those whom I found discontented 
and willing to return to their former state of bond- 
age. were invariably among this class of people. 

After visiting two-thirds of the houses in Mon- 
rovia, rich and poor, we embarked for the ship 
just before eunset. | 

DecemBer 12.—In my remarks of yesterday, I 
was ungallant enough to say nothing of the ladies 
—( fair sex would be a palpable misnomer;) and 
however disagreeable I may find the duty, yet I 
am compelled to say, that the manners of the softer 
sex d.u not excite my admiration in an unbound- 
ed degree; the cook and chambermaid turned 
lady, was too evident. However, there were 
some exceptions. It is a fact, attributable perhaps 
to the irregular habits of the men, that in the 
sickly seasons, the mortality prevails to a much 
greater extent among them than the women. In 
consequence, it is supposed, at the present time, 
the proportion of men to women is as one to threes 
This superabundance of women is the cause of 
great inconvenience to the men, and discontent 
among themselves. | 

‘There is a considerable trade carried on here— 
ivory,cam wood,and gold dust, are obtained from 
the natives, in exchange for rum, tobacco, trink- 
ets, &c. Many of the colonists are engaged in 
this traffic. Some have made fortunes: this has 
been so tempting a bait, that too many have em- 
barked in the business; much time and money 
have been lost that would have been better eim- 
ployed in cultivating the soil. Although a luxu- 
riant soil, its productions fall far short of being 
sufficient for the consumption of the colony. Re- 
cently some fine farms have been opened, and 
they are beginning to turn their attention to them. 
One of the principal merchants, Mr. Daily, a mu- 


latto, and his chief clerk, Mr. Hicks, an ebony- 


coloured gentleman, breakfasted with us. No 
one, however censorious, could have discovered 
any thing in the deportment of these men, that 
showed a want of. good breeding. 

Mr. Minor, the colonial printer, dined with os. 
He is a little black gentleman, intelligent, but 
rather diffident. It was evident he felt a little 
abashed, seated by one of our lieutenants, who 
had known him when a slave in Virginia. Sev- 
eral of the officers have met with acquaintances, 
and have taken pains to convince them that cir- 
cumstances of this kind have no weight with us. 
We have had a good many visiters to a 4 who 
have been treated with marked attention. Indeed, 
it is due them, if it were merely in return for 
their civility tous. J. F. S. 


From the Watchman. 
* Forgive us our debis, as we forgive our debtors.” 
- Matt. vi. 8—12. 
Oh harden not thy heart,'my Son, 
To human guilt and woe,— 
For we are sinners, every one,— 
And doubtless should be all undone, 
Did God no mercy show. 


The boon of pitying kindness share 
Even with thy bitterest foe ; 

So shalt thou in thy fervent prayer 

To heaven the great petition dare, 


“s Forgive the debt I owe,” L.H.S. 


| fatuitously adopted them. 


‘warmly resented the imputation, and declared 


WESTERN AFRICA. . 
‘ Nothing can be more unjust and unreasonable 
than to consider the nature of a despotic govern- 
ment to be characteristic of the people who are 
governed. Yet this is generally done in reference 
to West Africa; and the sanguinary sacrifices 
and wanton destruction of human life which take 
place in some parts of it, under — authority, 
are cited as an evidence of the inherent cruelty 
and ferocity of the negroes. On the contrary, it 
it is only in republics and free monarchies, where 


the people are constantly opposing their rulers, 
and declaiming against their political acts, that 
they really and universally approve of every 
thing that is done, and fully identify themselves | 
with the character of the government under which | 
they live. 


‘+ Wherever there is unreserved external acqui- | 
escence in the body of a nation, there is inward | 
aversion aud hostility towards its rulers. Will’ 
it for a moment be believed, that the negroes of 
Dahomey or Ashantee, when they witness the 
slaughter of their fellow-countrymen at the * an- 
nual customs’ held in these kingdoms, derive 
pleasure from the sight, or feel any desire to exe- 
cute similar atrocities themselves? ‘hey view 
the horrid spectacle as a decree of fate, or as a 
part of the economy of nature; and think them- 
selves no more capable of putting a stop to it, or 
preventing its recurrence, than of lulling a hurri- 
cane, or dispersing a thunder-storm. Human sa- 
crifices daily took place in the temples of Mexico, 
yet the people of that country were mild and hu- 
mane, and secretly shuddered at cruelties which 
they dared not openly tocondemn. Thus it is that 
the wild caprice or atrocious disposition of one 
man, whom chance or talents has raised to power, 
will introduce customs that are utterly repugnant 
to the feelings of the thousands whom he governs, 
and which, at first enforced by royal authority, 
are afterwards maintained by tradition, and at the 
same time daily execrated by those who have 


**In some of the small states of West Africa, 
and particularly in Dahomey, the taste for blood- 
shed in the sovereign, and the wanton sacrifice of 
human life that takes place in consequence, far 
exceed every thing of the kind that is to be found 
in the history of any other part of the world. 
According to Dalzel, who has written an account 
of the kingdom abovementioned, an annual festi- 
val is celebrated there, at which the sovereign 
‘waters the graves of his ancestors ;’ but it is 
not qariver or a fountain that affords him the re- 
— fluid for that purpose—but hundreds of 

ecapitated human bodies. The victims are most- 
ly slaves brought from distant places; but when 
these cannot be procured in sufficient number, 
the deficiency is supplied out of the lower orders 
of the people of the country. For several days 
the executions go on alinost without intermission, 
and the enclosures of the palace are garnished 
with bloody human heads, while the carcasses lie 
scattered about the neighbourhood. But the most 
extraordinary featare of the scene is a kind of 
dance. which is performed in presence of the 
king, by men, to the number of about sixty or 
seventy, Who hold each other by the hands, and 
move quickly round in acircle. Should any one 
of the. party be observed to stumble, it is consid- 
ered a bad omen, and the miserable wretch ia 
forthwith removed from the ranks, and publicly 
beheaded; and, however often a similar execu- 
tion may occur, there are always many individu- 
als ready to fill the vacancies amongst the danc- 
ers, regardless of the risks to which they expose 
their lives by so doing. 


*At the time that Dalzel visited Dahomey, 
and witnessed these scenea, the sovereign was 
Trudo, one of the greatest negro generals ever 
known, and famed for his conquests and victories. 
When asked if he did not often make war with 
the sole view of procuring captives to sell to the 
European traders who frequented the coast, he 


that he made it a rule never to dispose of a single 
slave upon any terms whatever, unless he hap- 
pened to have a greater number than was suffi- 
cient to water the graves of his ancestors. At 
another time, on being reproached with cruelty, 
he denied the charge in general, but acknowledg- 
ed that he sometimes caused a few fresh human 
heads to be thrown upon the bye-roads near the 
palace in the night time, in order * that people 
might start when they came suddenly upon them 
next morning.’ 


“In Dahomey, it is customary for the king oc- 
casionally*to send a message to his ancestors, 
which is accomplished in this way. He acquaints 
his friends and courtiers with his intention, and 
demands who will volunteer to perform the ser- 
vice required. Should any one of them come 
forward, he immediately communicates to him 
the message which he is to deliver in the next 
world, and then causes his head to be struck off. 
If, as sornetimes happens, no man has zeal enough 
to offer himself as ambassador, the king selects 
an individual for the purpose, who, after receiving 
his instructions, is executed without delay. 
There is a singular coincidence between this 
usage and one recorded by Herodotus, as existing 
amongst a tribe of Scythians named Gete. 
These people believed in the immortality of the 
soul, and worshipped a god, or sage, named Xa- 
moxlis, to whom they sent a messenger once 
every five years. The individual who engaged 
to perform this office, was projected into the air 
by the bystanders, and received upon the points 
of their spears in his fall, and mortally transfixed. 


* The kingdom of Dahomey, and its sanguina- 
ry form of government, may be regarded as one 
of those morbid excreacences which occasionally 
appear upon the soundest and most healthy bo- 
dies. Instead of being an evidence of the natural 
cruelty of the Africans, it is the reverse, in so far 
as exception proves the rule; for nothing similar 
to it has been found on any other part of that 
great continent. Human sacrifices do indeed 
take place in Ashantee, upon particular occasions, 
but they are not attended with that cool delibera- 
tion and grotesque horror which characterises 
them in Dahomey. Upon the death of the king, or 
of any of the royal family, in the former kingdom, it 
is customary for the officers of state and caboceers 
to rush into the public streets, and kill the first 
persons they happen to see; by which they in- 
tend to show that excessive affliction for the Joss 
of the deceased has deprived them of reason and 
rendered them frantic.” 


COLERIDGE THE POET. 


In a postscript to the last number of the Lon- 
don Quarterly Review, there is the following 
tribute to the memory of Coleridge. 


“It is with deep regret that we announce the 
death of Mr. Coleridge. When the foregoing arti- 
cle on his poetry was printed, he was weak in body, 
but exhibited no obvious symptoms of so near a 
dissolution. The fatal change was sudden and 
decisive; and six days before his death, he knew, 
assuredly, that his hour was come. His few 
worldly affairs had been long settled, and after 
many tender adigns, he expressed a wish that he 
might be as litt® interrapted as possible. His 
sufferings were gevere and constant till within 
thirty-six hours of his end; but they had no pow- 
er to affect the deep tranquillity.of his mind, or 
the won'ed sweetness of his address. His prayer 


from the beginning was, that God would not with- 
draw his Spirit; and that by the way in which : 
he should bear the last struggle. he might be able | 
to evince the sincerity of his faith in Christ. If | 
ever man did so, Coleridge did.” 


INTEMPERATE, AND TEMPERATE ASYLUMS. 


_ intemperance cannot be said to be confirmed 
till a morbid condition of the stomach is produce 
ed. This diseased state of the stomach is known 
by a sense of vacuity, faintness, and depression, 


which calls \mperiously for a repetition of the 
stimulant upon which it depends. 


Intoxication may have frequently produced this 
diseased state, or it may never have produced it 
in a single instance. One man will take a pint 
of spirituous liquors in twenty-four hours, and 
in no instance exhibit symptoms of intoxication, 


while another will get intoxicated by a single 


glass. 


But the first is much the most likely to becoma 
diseased by his habit, he may become confirm- 
edly intemperate, or he may have gout, rheuma- 
lism, liver complaint, or delirium tremens. Is 
then intemperance any more criminal than gov}, 
rheumatisin or other diseases that follow the inor- 
dinate use of alcohol in whatever shape it may be 
used ? 

The criminality lies not in the intemperance nor 
fn these diseases, butinthe use of spitituous liquors, 
that moderate sin, when the individual is a fred 
agent, which leads to all these consequences, when 
regardless of all adinonition, of his health, his 
respectability, his usefulness, his family, he pro- 
ceeds straight onward, persists in the practice till 
he is overtaken hy aome one of the evils in which 
his habit almost necessarily results, 

He can scarcely take up a newspaper, but that 
admonishes him, he cannot attend the atated reli- 
gious meetings of the Sabbath in any Christian 
church, without being admonished, he cannot 
look about upon his neighbours, who labour con> 
stantly without the aid of spirituous liquors, he 
cannot seat himself at the table of any respecta> 
ble hotel. nor visit his respectable friends, nor res 
ceive their visits without being constantly ad- 
monished, that moderate drinking, once so uni- 
versal, has gone out of use, that hundreds and 
thousands have become alatmed, and satisfied 
that there is danger in the practice, and have 
abandoned it. 

Ten years ago a man might be a temperate 
drinker and be innocent; that day is gone by, and 
will never return. 

The means of information on this subject are ao 
abundant, so various, so constantly befure the 
eyes of every man, that he must exhibit a reck- 
lessness- of consequences highly criminal, who is 
not influenced theseby, 

There is very great danger that such an indivi- 
dual has ceased to be a moderate drinker, and has 
proceeded so far with the practice as to confirm 
intemperance, and felt all the horrora of that fatal 
necessity, that dreadful anguish, which calls so 
loudly for the accustomed support. 


Many an unfortunate man is in this predica-— 


ment, many have shed bitter tears over hia cala- 
mings wept and drank, aud drank and wept! 

lame not this man too much, he has passed 
the period to be censured, his inward torment is 


enough, the anguish of his soul may be great, the - 


anguish of his body, of his stomach, of his nerv-— 
ous system, is intolerable. 

The never-dying worm of intempefance is 
preying upon his vitals, destroying his health, 
undermining his reputatton, blasting his eternal 
prospects—would any one add to this calamity ? 

If an individual were suffering with cold, and 
a fire were within reach, do you think that he 
would stand still and be frozen? If he were pet- 
ishing with hunger and thirst. and rich viands 
and a delicious beverage were before him, would 
he refrain and suffer and perish Would he not 


rather break locks and bars to satisfy the cravings 
| of his appetite !—Blame. pot nebrinve 
for breaking his resolutions! én in view of 


the wretched consequences of his indulgence, he 
takes in hand the cup,—which, if the cause of all 
his woes, is the source of all his comfort—lulls 
to sleep the horror of his stomach—quiets the 
agitated nerves, and gives a momentary respite 
froin his torment. 

Does any one believe that hunger and thirst 
and suffering from frost, are more dreadful than 
the sufferings of the inebriate? Why will he then 
forego food and raiment, and dwelling and fuel, 
and spend his last cent for intoxicating liquors 4 
And this too while his whole household are in 
want and suffering by his side—his wife weeping 
over her calamity, half starved and half frozen— 
his children crying for bread—suffering from 
nakedness and hunger. 

“A few years ayo, a tipler was put into an 
Alms House in a populous town in this State. 
Within a few days he had devised various expe- 
dients to procure Rum, but failed. At Jength, 
however, he hit upon one which was successful. 
He went into the wood-yard of the establishment, 
placed his hand upon a block, with an axe in 
the other, struck it off atasingle blow! With 
the stump raised and streaming, he ran into the 
house, and cried ** Get some rum! get some rum! 
my hand is off!” In the confusion and bustle of 
the occasion, a bow! of rum was brought, into 
which he plunged the bleeding membér of his 
body—then raising the bow] to his inouth, drank 
freely, and exultingly exclaimed, ** now I am sat- 
isfied.”’* 

Dr. Rush records the declaration of a rum- 
dtinker in Philadelphia, when strongly urged to 
relinquish his habits, he said, ** were a keg of 
rum in one corner of the room, and a cannon con- 
stantly discharging balls between me end it, I 
could not refrain passing before that cannon to get 
at the rum.” 

Think you that hanger or thirst, or any other 
suffering to which man is incident, ever impelled 
to deeds more desperate ? 

Let pity then take the place of censure. Let 
the wretched. half distracted being, be taken by 
the hand, soothe his sorrow, comfort him in his 
affliction, heal his malady, and you can make him 
live and enjoy and be greatful !—Busfon Mer. Jour. 


* Professor Muzzey's Address. 


DUELLING. 


Bryardaine, a missionary to Grenoble, was en- 
deavouring to enforce the duty of forgiving our 
enemies, when he perceived that a large part of 
his audience consisted of troopa then in garrison 
at that place. Anxious to embrace the occasion 
of denouncing that detestable practice of duel- 
ling, and perceiving that the attention of the milj- 
tary was strongly excited, he paused for a moment 
and then sai 
ers some hig spirited soldier who burna, as [ 
speak, to interrupt me, and to ask the humble mie- 
sionary who now addresses you, whether he can 
ever cohceive how a man of honour feels when he 


has been outraged by a blow? Iam prepared toan- — 


swer him, and tell him I do know what these feel- 
ings are; and my knowledge is derived from a 
book that teaches all of us whatever it concerns 
all of us most to learn; from a book that des- 
cribes the worst of all insults with an indignation 
at least equal to what modern honour can inepire, 
[I have been taught by my Bible how a blow may 
be felt, and how it shall be resented. The Bible 
informs me that the Saviour of the world, with- 
out a murmur against his executioner, submitted 
to all that could embitter the agonies of death. 
Insulted, vilified, scourged, crucified—he uttered 
not a word! It was not until he received a blow 
that he condescended to open his mouth. And 
what sai¢ hethen? Let the Bible tell us, and ict 
the duellist, if he can, surpasstheexample. One 
of the officers that stood by, struck Jesus wiih 
the palm of his hand, saying. answerest thon the 
high priest so?!—Jesus answered him, if I have 
spoken evil, bear witness of the evil ; but if welt, 
why smitest thou me? 


** Perhaps there is among my hear-. — 
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YTERIAN. 


For the Presbyterian. 


CSENT STATE AND PROSPECTS OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


No. Iii. 


* Act GROUNDS 
or iT. 


The decision of the General Assembly of 1832, 
repeated in 1833, and confirmed in 1834, dividing 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, against the deter- 
mination of the Synod, was a transaction, in ite 
nature, hostile to the Presbyterian system, tend- 
ing to introduce, under the sanction of arbitrary 

, a well digested plan to corrupt the form of 
our faith, to split up inferior judicatories into dis- 
cordant fragments, and to divide the great body of 
the charch, into opposing factions. | 

‘The ect referred to, contains an asewmption of 
power, infringing the rights of infertor fudicato- 
ries, and the introduction of a principle, corrapt- 
ing to the church. 

‘To Synods belong the werk of forming new 
Presbyieries, within thetr own boonds. ‘The 
Synod has power to erect new Presbyteries, and 
unite or divide those whieh were before erected. 
Form of Governmem, chap. ith, sec. 4. In 
districts not claimed by Synods—io circumstan- 
ces where two or more Synods have come into 
contact—and ff cases referred to the General 
Assemb! Bd Synodical advice, that body has 
formed Pr teries. But after careful examina- 
tion, it ts affifmed, that no instance can be pro- 
duced from the records of the Assembly, in which 
thie right of Synods, has been questioned. Severat 
cases ate recorded, in which it has been recog- 
nised and confirmed. Precedent is therefore 
against the assumption, as well as statute. 

But, say the advocates of this arbitrary mea- 
sure, ** To the General Assembly, belongs the 
power of superintending the concerns of the whole 
church.”” Form of Government, chap. 12, sec. 
6. And thia is a sufficient warrant for the act. 
Is the doctrine to be admitted, that definite desig- 
nations of rights, of duties, and of powers, rest- 
ing upon specific statutes, must yield to general 
provisions, and vague trusts? ‘The Synod is in- 

vested, by statute, with power “to erect new 
Presbyteries”—the General Assembly has power 
*¢ to superinitend the co: cerns of the whole church” 
-——therefore, the Assembly may erect new Presby- 
teries. Thisistheargument. Now an argument 
which proves too much, proves nothing. If this 
inference be just—where shall we limit the power 
ofthe General Assembly ? What may she not 
dot If this principle be admitted, is it not obvi- 
ous that collision and confusion will be an imme- 
diate result? And if it be acquiesced in, who 
can fail to see, that a concentration and accumula- 
tion of all power in the General Assembly, will 
fullow of course ? It may control at pleasure, all 
the measures of Synods, of Presbyteries, and 
church sessions. It may assume the office of 
admitting and disciplining church members—o 
educating, licensing and ordaining candidates for 
the ministry. It may become a complete auto- 
crat or despot, pervading every minute depart- 
ment of the church, paralysing and practically 
annihilating inferior judicatories and spreading 
innovation and revolution every where. Such an 
interpretation of our constitution, was to be 
expected from men, ignorant of Presbyterianism, 


a long time, and that he had found it very diffi- 
cult, to get along with the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia.” He etated very gravely, when scarcely 
any one elee was grave, that * he had been many 
years engaged in selecti and bringing forward 
young men * for the ministry, and that he had 
often:found it very difficult, and sometimes impos- 
sible to get them licensed by the Presbytery of 
Philadelphte ; f they were so particular in adher- 
ing to. the Confession of Faith, that he had on 
some occasions, plead with them earnestly, to 
license his candidates, but had been compelled to 
send them away, to be licensed by other Presby- 
teries, whose views accorded better with his own ; 
and finally,.that they could pot live so, they must 
have a Presbytery to do business just as they 
pleased.”” The other appellants concurred with 
these statements in emphatic language. The 
majority in the Assembly, having perfect know- 
ledge of these facts, sustained the appeal, sanc- 
tioning by their decision, the principle of * Elec- 
tive Affinity.” 
Had the majority any ground on which to pro- 
test and appeal ? t us look at this measure, to 
see whether the Assembly in passing that act, 
came up to the high mark of their constitutional 
obligation. What must be the result of this new 
principle? Presbyteries of this spurious cast, 
may now be constituted. whenever suitable mate- 
rials can be obtained. The disorderly, the hereti- 
cal, and the discontented, have only to complain 
under some plausible pretext, and their separa- 
tion into a distinct ecclesiastical body is sure. 
To these, the unsound and incompetent, refused 
licensure by the orthodox—and the ignorant, dis- 
torted and fanatical of other churches and denom- 
inations, may flock, in the certain prospect of an 
easy passage to the sacred office. To all such 
Presbyterians, ambitious of distinction and power, 
how great will be the temptation, to quicken their 
zeal, and strain their resources, in multiplying. 
candidates ** sui generis” for the sacred ministry ! 
They being themrelves disaffected to the great 
principles of Presbyterian order, and turned aside 
from her precious faith—is it not irrational to 
expect, that their pupils will be rooted -and 
grounded in the doctrines of our magna charta ? 
On the contrary, judging from experience and 
facts before us, may we not confidently believe 
that many will be precipitately pressed into the 
same service, entertaining theological opinions 
crude and deformed? Are we prepared, unresist- 
ingly, to see this revolting system carried out, 
and perpetuated in the church? {What an afflict- 
ing spectacle, will she then present, torn and agi- 
tated by this great intestine division !—a division, 
which will produce alienations in families—con- 
flicts in presbyteries and synods—collisions of 
party feeling in the important work of educa- 
tion, of revivals, and of missions. If union be 
strength, what most the effect be of all-pervading 
discord? This evil, unless remedied, will soon 
find means to.exert a more injurious influence, on 
the supreme judicatory of the church.t [need 
not say, that the plan of cutting up Preshyferies 
by ‘elective affinity,’ will enable its advocates 
unduly to augment their numbers in that body. 
Already have they acquired strength by this ille- 
gal system. ‘Time will add to their power. 
While to the adherents of the constitution, a cor- 
responding privilege has been peremptorily re- 


blinded and disaffected to our system by congre-| fysed 


tional predilections. Tosuch Presbyterians, if 

resbyterians they may be called, the opinion 
soberly advocated in support of the above con- 
struction, that the General Assembly is a large 
Presbytery, the depository and source of all origi- 
nal powers, and that Synods and Presbyteries 
derive their rights from the Assembly, may appear 
feasible, because this* scheme is approaching 
somewhat the New England platform of church 

vernment; but really, an attempt to support 
this theory, with our Book of Discipline in hand, 
does appear very chimerical. Against all such 
usurpation and confusion in the affairs of our 
church, we bear our teetimony, and lift up the 
warning voice. 

But the majority had a strong motive, impel- 
ling them to this illegal course of action. 1t was 
to introduce, what they call the elective affinity” 

rinciple*—a principle, which threatens the whole 
Peashyession church, as such, with corruption and 
extinction. Our form of government directs that 
Presbyteries shall be constituted with geographi- 
cal limits, embracing “all the ministers and one 
ruling elder, from each congregation, within a 
certain district.” Chap. 10,sec. 2. The * elec- 
tive affinity” principle, authorizes the creation of 
Presbyteries, without definite boundaries, com- 

of men arbitrarily selected, and theologi- 
eally assorted, to secure a preponderance to pecu- 
liar opinions and measures. Such a new classifi- 
cation was never heard of, till heresy began to 
appear and to become excessively impatient of 
constitutional restraint. The edification of the 
pure church demanded no such arrangement. 
Orthodoxy complained of no difficulty under the 
reign of her ancient, wise, and venerable Formula. 
She asked no indulgence—feared no evil. Why 
this new division—this panneling and packing, in 
a manner so novel, so inconvenient and unnatural ? 
It has not happened by chance. The object is to 
bring men together, theologically opposed to the 
standards of the church, but sufficiently coinci- 
dent in views, to live together and carry on the 
work of innovation, in which they are engaged. 
To support this statement, we refer to the facts 
developed in the memorable controversy, out of 
which proceeded the first prominent act of the 
General Assembly, establishing this unconstitu- 
tional principle—the creation of the second Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia. In this new Presbytery 
were embodied the individuals, who had been for 
several years distracting the old Presbytery and 
the Synod of Philadelphia, by advocating and 
screening the heretical opinions contained in Mr. 
Barnes’ sermon on the * way of salvation.” In 
that struggle, they were earnest and tenacious in 
the highest degree. At every step, they felt that 
they were contending for se/f. 

Mutato nomine, ce te, 
Fabula narratur.” 

Through all the vicissitudes of that controversy. 
the real essence of the question never varied. It 
was a systematic and persevering effort of those 
opposed to our expression of doctrine and polity 
as a church, to provide a sanctuary in our bosom, 
for heretical men, and principles and measures. 
And to afford them ample facilities to maintain 
and propagate their peculiar tenets, existing cir- 
eumstances constrain us to believe, was the chief 
motive, which governed the leaderst in the major- 
ity in the Jast Assembly, in their final vote upon 
that subject, and in many kindred resolutions 
recorded on their minutes. These facts are fairly 
deducible, from the transactions of the several 
judicatories participating in the controversy. 

But to place the construction here presented 
beyond a doubt, the appellants from the second 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, openly avowed, that 
while their cause was sustained, in part, by objec- 
tions raised against technical inforggalities, in the 
proceedings of the Synod, it rested principally, 
upon the ground of an essential and irreconcilable 
difference with their brethren of the Philadelphia 
Presbytery, respecting articles of faith. They 
demanded the act, which was passed, as the only 
means of setting them free from forms, profes- 
sions, and obligations, which, with their new 
views, they could no longer observe. One of the 
‘appellants (Dr. Ely), declared, that “they had 
many opinions differing from their brethren of the 
old Presbytery, and. that they differed among 
themselves, not too much, however, to act harmo- 
-niously together.” He urged the suit for an 


: accommodation act, after reading a list of some of 


this opinions, to show, that they were not so enor- 
cmous a8 had been supposed. Another, (Rev. 
“J. Patterson.) informed the General Assembly, 
that he had differed from the Confession of Faith 


* This le is sanctioned iu a resolutioncf the same 
. ~* Resolved, that except in _very 


imagined at pleasure, the “ affinit au ma 4 

tWe say “ the leaders” —belie am many who voted 
with thea, were actuated by different motives. 


used. 
Have the General Assembly, in passing this 
act, come up to the high mark of their prescribed 
duty—to be **a bond of unions peace, and mutual 
confidence, among all our churches”? The prin- 
ciple sanctioned, organizes the Presbyterian body 
into two great parties. It grants to the errorists 
a discharge from their ordination vows—it gives 
them liberty to differ at pleasure—it removes the 
restrictions they complained of—it affords the 
facilities they ask for—it holds out large encour- 
agement tu every wild and daring speculator on 
our Book of Faith—it provides ample scope for 
the influx and diffusion of spurious notions, whe- 
ther they proceed from constitutional peculiari- 
ties of men, their inventive fertility, their false 
philosophy, their pride, their prejudices, their 
sectarian jealousies, their infidel whims and sub- 
tleties. We are not deceived: and the intelligent 
of the church cannot fail correctly to estimate 
this point. Let it not be said. in extenuation, 
that the differences are small. ‘Their true nature 
and magnitude, will hereafter form-a topic of 
illustration. But supposing the difference to be 
small at present, who can justly estimate its fu- 
ture character and progress? This new theory 
is now. among us. in its first stages—it has ex- 
isted hitherto under strong restraints, and in the 
keeping, chiefly, of men possessing some age and 
maturity of character, which affords a partial se- 
curity against its ultimate and most deleterious 
results. But who can calculate the consequences 
of committing speculations, calling in question 
the fundamental truths of the Gospel. to ardent 
young men, inexperienced, unfurnished, impetu- 
ous, and injudicious, liable to be * carried about 
hy every wind of doctrine. by the slight of man, 
and cunning craftiness’’? Eph. iv. 14, Ought 
we not to fear a sad deterioration in our system ; 
in our faith, erasures, perversions, and engraf- 
tures—in government, collision and confusion— 
and following in the train, a deep defection from 
the vitals of christianity ? é 
They say. the difference is * indefinite.”” That 
it is indefinite, beyond a narrow limit already 
ascertained, greatly aggravates the evil. It is in- 
definite, as to the number of points it may extend 


as to the number of individuals. of churches, of 
presbyteries, of synods, it may infect—ind¢ finite, 
as to the desolating mischiefs it may accomplish. 

And are the minority to sit, and see, and hear, 
without emotion? to witness all this, or hold it 
in fearful anticipation, and be silent? Are we to 
become traitors.to the church and to her exalted 
Lord, by unresisting submission to this usurpa- 
tion of power, prostration of rights. and legalizing 
of warfare? We throw ourselves into the breach 
—we ineet the contingence—we call upon all 
who love. the uncorrupted church to follow—in 
this last resort, to restore her purity, and perpetu- 
ate her glory. 


A MEMBER OF NEW BRUNSWICK PRESBYTERY. 


* A judicions writer in the “ Sow hern Christian Herald.” 
calls these appropriately, ‘‘ smuggled, contraband minis- 
ters. 

t An eloquent eulocium on the purity and faithfulness 
of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, from the lips of an 
adversary! It has been alleged. that their zeal is of 
recent origin, simultaneous wih Mr. Barnes’ removal to 
Philadelphia. From Mr. Patterson’s statement, and our 
own perfect knowledge, that zeal has been uniform and 
consistent, for more than twenty years. Let justice be 
done ‘to this injured Presbytery. Magna est veritas et 
preralebit. 

t** Each Presbytery consisting of not more than twenty- 
four ministers, shall send one minister and one elder” to 
the Assembly. Printed Minutes, 1833, page 486. ‘ Any 
three ministers and as many elders as may be present. 
inaing to the Presbytery, being met at the time and 
place a:-pointed. shall be a quorum — to proceed 
to business.” “Of the Presbytery.” Form of Govern- 
ment, chap. 10, sec. 7. By comparing the above consti- 
tutional arficles, the extent of the abuse to which the 
“elective affinity” principle may be carried in subdi- 
viding presbyteries, becomes very apparent. A presby- 
tery containing twenty-three members, and eutitled to 
one commissioner, may be subdivided. so as to secure 
seven votes in the Assembly. Let this Hydra loose upon 
the church. and you may write her destiny in the lament 


of the poet— 
fuit Ilium et ingens 
Gloria Teucrorum.”’ 


REASON FOR DILLIGENCE. 


“« The certainty that life cannot be long, and the 
probability that it will be much shorter than na- 
ture allows, ought to awaken every man to the 
active prosecution of whatevergbe is desirous to 
perform. It is true that no dilifence can ensure 
success; death may intercept the swiftest career; 
but he who is cut off in the execution of an honest 
undertaking, has at least the honour of falling in 
his rank, and has fought the battle, though he 
missed the victory.”—Dr. Johnson. 


We remember m4ny things we should forget, 


(as injuries, disappoitments, etc.) but forget what 
we should remem 


r, viz: God and our souls. 


to, in doctrine, in morals, in discipline—‘ndefinite, | 


the 
SECOND PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Extract from the Minutes of the Second Pres- 


bytery of Philadelphia, met at Newtown, Octo- 


‘““A paper styled the ‘Act and Testimony” 
was presented to Presbytery by Mr. Steel, and 
was ordered to be read. After hearing it read, it 
was moved and seconded to adopt this * Act and 
Testimony’ as the Act and Testimony of this 
Presbytery. After considerable discussion, agreed 
to have a recess until half past 6 o’clock. After 
recess, roceeded to the religious ex- 
ercises appointed for this evening. When the 
congregation wae dismissed, the Presbytery re- 
sumed the consideration of the * Act and Testimo- 
ny.” After the discussion, a motion was made 
and seconded to commit the whole subject toa 
committee, to report at an adjourned meeting to 
be held at Norristown on the 11th day of Novem- 
ber, at 11 o’clock. This motion was after debate, 
decided in the negative. The question was then 
taken on adopting the Act and Testimony by 
yeas and nays, which were as follows : 


Yeas—Dr. Cuyler, R. Steel, Ministers. Lamb 
Torbert, Robert Barnes, Ulrich Schlatter, Robert 
Smith, John Vansant, Elders—7. 

Nays—Dr. M‘Dowell, Dr. Neill, S. M. An- 
drews, Robert Adair, Ministers. Matthew L. 
Bevan. Thomas Stewart, Elders—6, 

The Rev. Mr. Boyd* being moderator, did not 
vote, and Rev. C. W. Nassau declined voting; 
and also Mr. Samuel Craven, a ruling elder, de- 
clined voting.” | 


I do hereby certify that the above is a true ex- 
tract from the Minutes of the Second Presbytery 
of Philadelphia. 

R. Sree, Clerk. 


*Rev. Mr. Boyd had previously signed the Act and 
Testimony. 


For the Presbyterian. 
PRESBYTERY OF NEW CASTLE. 


Extract form the Minutes of the Presbytery of New 
Castle, Oct. 8th, 1834. | 


The following Resolution, was presented by 
Mr. Barr—viz: 


«© Whereas, a large number of brethren, enter-| 


tain serious and painful apprehensions that errors 
of ruinous tendency, toa very great extent are 
maintained and preached by many in our commu- 
nion, and whereas, a number of brethren, members 
of the last Assembly. and others, set furth their 
solemn * Act and Testimony,” in which, amongst 
other things, they do solemnly condemn the ful- 
lowing errors, viz. (here the specifications of the 
** Act and Testimony” were read.) 

Therefore, Resolved, That this Presbytery, be- 
lieving that such errors do exist to some extent, 
do feel it their duty in the present state of things, 
to unite with their brethren, and they do hereby 
bear their testimony against, and deploring their 
existence, most solemnly condemn these and all 
similar errors, as being at once contrary to the 
standards of our church and the word of God, and 
rninons to the beat interests of immortal souls. 
Which after some discussion was postponed, to 
take up the following Resolution, by Dr. Mar- 
tin, viz: 

Resolved, that this Preshytery do cordiall 
receive and adopt the * Act and ‘T’estimony,”” 
adopted and recommended by the minority of the 
last Assembly, both as it is intended to be a dec- 
laration of adherence to the standards of ourchurch. 


and a public testimony against errors which we 


believe do exist in the Presyterian church. 


Resolved, ‘That we do this with a view to save 


the church from division, which threatens her, 
and to restore to her, order, peace, and purity, that 


thus the glory of God may be promoted, and the 


cause of religion prosper in our land.” 

This resolution was adopted by Ayes and Noes, 
ae follows: 

Aves—Ministers—Samuel Martin, D. D., James 
Magraw, D. D., A. K. Russell, Robert White, J 
N. C. Grier, Samuel Park, James Latta, Thomas 
Love, Orson Douglass, Wm. F. Houston, John H. 
Symmes, Reuben H. Davis. £/ders—Messrs. 
Mathew McCall, J. W. Cuningham, John A. 
Love, James Wylie, John Clark, Robert W. 
Smith, James Wilson, James Penny. 

Nays—Henry Fleming, Elder. 


Joseph Barr, Jonn M. Dickey, John Dickey. John 
Patton, John Wallace, J. T’.. Marshall Davie. 


Elders—Messrs. John Slaymaker, John With- 


erom, Thomas Gardner, James Buyers. 
Joun N. C. Grier, Stated Clerk. 


PRESBYTERY OF HUDSON. 


We insert the following decision of the Pres- 
bytery of Hudson, although it must be apparent 
that such partial action upon this important 
paper, neutralizes its power, as an efficient 
We hope that our Presbyte- 
ries will not only testify against error, but re- 


measure of reform. 


commend a course of action for its radical cure. 
Mr, Editor—l am directed by the Presbytery 

of Hudson, of which I am a member, to forward 

to you, with a request that you should publish in 


the Presbyterian, the following resolution, adopt- 
ed in session at Scotchtown unanimously, Sep- 


tember 11, 1834, viz. 


document styled * Act and Testimony,’ signed by 


sundry ministers and elders in the minority of 


the last General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
charch, adopted the following resolution, viz. 


** Resolved, That this Presbytery concur in the 


testimony borne against the doctrinal errors in 
the document alluded to, without expressing an 


opinion in regard to other portions of said docu- 


ment.” 


The above is a true extract from the minutes of 


Presbytery under date of Sept. 11, 1834. 
| D. T. Woon, 
Stated Clerk of Hudson Presbytery. 


WEST LEXINGTON PRESBYTERY. 


Extracts from the Minutes of the West Lexington 
Presbytery, at their Full Session Lexington, Ky. 
Sent, 24, 1834. | 
**On motion of R. Stuart, minister, it was 
Resolved, That this Presbytery do subscribe to 

the ** Act and ‘Testimony”’ which was signed by 

a number of ministers and elders at Philadelphia, 

and dated the 27th of May, 1834. 

On this resolution the yeas and nays were call- 
ed for, and are as follows; viz: 

Yeas—Ministers ; R. Stuart; Davidson, J. H. 
Logan, Van Doren, Wilson, W. Scott, and Jacob 
F. Price: Elders ; R. Marshall, Milton, A. Logan, 
Wallace, Bell, Collins, A. Scott, Daniel B. Price, 
Farrar, Giltner, Lowry, Stonestreet, Dooly, Emer- 
son, and Inskeep :—22. 

Nayrs—Ministers ; King, C. A. Cambell, J. N. 
Blackburn, Simrall, W. W. Hall: Ziders; J. 
M‘Dowell, Wingfield, J. H. Berryman :—8. 

Non Liquets—Ministers. C. Stuart, S. V. 
Marshall, S. ‘Taylor: £iders; S. Campbell, Wal- 
ler Redd, and Griffith :—5. Fi. 

The following additional resolutions were 
offered by James Stonestreet, elder, and adopted 
unanimously ; viz: 

* Resolved, 1. That this Presbytery do give 
their unqualified approbation to that part of the 
Act Testimony”? which regards doctrine. 

2. That the doctrines and statements enu- 
merated as Errors’? in the Act and Tessi- 
mony,” are dangerous, erroneous, and contrary 
- the Gospel of God, and our Confession of 

aith. 

3. That any minister or ruling elder in our 

church, who holds these errors, or either of them, 

should be arraigned before the proper tribunal 
without delay. 

4. That our church government never contem- 

plated the formation of presbyteries on the prin- 

ciples of Elective Affinity. 

5. That the appointment of ‘* Mutual Councils” 

and of ** Committee-men,” and the powers exer- 


Declined voting—Ministers—Robert Graham, 


The Presbytery of Hudson in relation to a 


cised by them are in violation of the constitution 

of the church. 

6. That each Presbytery has a right to judge of 

the qualifications of its own members. 

7. That we will use all proper means to restore 

the discipline of the church, in all its courts, to 

a sound, just, and Christian state. : 

8. That we will use our endeavours to prevent 

the introduction of new principles into our system ; 

and to cause the government and discipline of the 

church to be administered according to the con- 

stitution.’ 

“« After this, the following resolution was offer- 

ed and adopted ;‘ viz: 

* Resolved, ‘That this Presbytery. in order to 

guard her doctrines and government from innova- 

tion, will require, in every case, that all ministers 

coming from other bodies, and also from sister. 
presbyteries, if deemed expedient, shall give an 

unequivocal, and open assent to the standards of 
our church in doctrine and government.’ ”— West. 
Luminary. | 


4 


For the Presbyterian. 
PHILADELPHIA TRACT SOCIETY. 


The Anniversary Meeting of the Philadelphia 
Tract Society, was held in the Central Presbyte- 
rian Church in this eity, on Tuesday evening, 
September 30. 

lhe President, Joseph Montgomery, Esq., took 
the chair at half past 7 o’clock, and the meeting 
was opened with prayer by the Rev. Albert Jud- 
son, followed by the singing of the 100th Psalm. 

The Treasury report was read by D. W. Pres- 
cott, by which it appears that the receipts during 
the year were 972 dollars, and the expenditures 
$1280. 

The Corresponding Secretary then read the 
Annual Report, made up principally of facts, 
showing the progress and results of the Monthly 
Distribution in our City and Liberties ; furnish- 
ing abundant testimony that thia system of effort 


-|is owned and blessed of God. That it is produc- 


tive of good to the distributers themselves, ex- 
citing them to labour with prayerfulness and 
fidelity, besides being made instrumental in the 
awakening and hopeful conversion of the lost and 
the ruined. | 

The report states, that this Society during the 
past year, have given a gratuitous circulation to 
nearly 300,000 Tracts. That about four hundred 
of our brethren and sisters, belonging to the 
evangelical churches, have been engaged in the 
distribution; that the Tracts generally are kindly 
received, and but few families comparatively of 
our whole population refuse them. Two hundred 
and fifty families found destitute, have been 
supplied with the Holy Scriptures, and nine 
| hundred and forty-seven children engaged for the 
Infant and Sunday schools. 

The adoption and printing of the report was 
moved by the Rev. G. W. Bethune, of the Crown 
street church, and seconded by Dr. Wm. Darrach. 

The second resolution, ** Resolved, That the 
pledge recently given by this Society, to make a 
special effort to aid the parent Society in sending 
Tracts to Burmah and China, be promptly re- 
deemed,”” was offered by the Rev. Dr. Tyng, of 
the Episcopal church, and seconded by Matthew 
Newkirk, Esq. 


The third resolution, * Resolved, That the suc- 


Mi cess that hath hitherto attended the dissemina- 


tion of religious ‘Tracts at home and abroad, and 
the continual opening, especially in foreign lands, 
for their still wider and more extended circula- 
tion, call for unfeigned gratitude to God, and 
should stimulate all the friends of the Redeemer 
to more persevering and efficient action, and more 
devout and humble prayer for the Divine guid- 
ance and blessing,”’ was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Eastman, of the parent Society, and seconded by 
Thomas Elmes, Esq. 

The address of the Rev. Mr. Bethune was af- 
fectionate and truly impressive, and must have 
found a cordial welcome in every heart. 

The Rev. Dr. Tyng spoke with his accustomed 


-| excellence, which needs no encomium ; and the 


closing address of the gentleman from New York 
seemed to fix the attention of ‘every eye among 
the numerous audience present; especially when 
the letters of Dr. Morrison, at Canton, and 
Leane Ara, the Chinese convert, were exhibited, 
pleading that the words of life and salvation 
might be sent to three hundred millions of idola- 
ters, now ready and waiting for that Gospel 
which brings life and immortality to light. 

The meeting was closed by singing the Chris- 
tian Doxology. and the benediction, pronounced by 
| the Rev. Dr. ‘Tyng. 


OFFICERS ELECTED. | 
President—Joseph Montgomery. 


Vice Presidents—Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D.D., Rev. 
C. R. Demmé, D.D., Rev. John M*Dowell, D.D., 
Rev. William T. Brantly, D.D., Rev. S. H. Tyng, 
D.D., Rev. James Patterson, Rev. George W. 
Bethune, Rev. Albert Barnes, Rev. Geo. Boyd, 
Rev Samuel A. M‘Crosky, Rev. Charles Pitman, 
Gen. Wm. Dunean, E. F. Backus, Solomon Adlen, 
Dr. John K. Mitchell, Joseph P. Engles. 


Corresponding Secretary—‘ ev. N. Dodge. 
Recording Secretary—-Wil\liam Purves. 
Treasurer—David W. Prescott. 


Board of Directors. 


Rev. A. Babbitt, Rev. H. A. Boardman, Rev. J. 
L. Grant, Rev. Albert Judson, Matthew Newkirk, 
Thomas Fleming, Dr. Wm. Darrach, Robert S. 
Clark, Dr. L. P. Gebhard, Otis Ammidon, Thomas 
Elmes, Alexander Symington,, John Harned, 
William Wallace, R. S. H. George, E. J. Yard, 
J. B. Mitchell, James Peters, S. N. Davies, Robert 
Earp, Charles Stokes, Samuel Woodward, J. H. 
Brown, Casper Morris, Henry Perkins, S. With- 


George W. Fobes, F. D. Sherman, Oren Colton, 
R. W. Davenport, Robert Hancock, Jr., John 
Mulford, Jr.. M. W. Baldwin, John C. Farr, 
Charles Schneider, David S. Freeland, A. Flint, 
Jacob Sellers, John Lapsley, James N. Dickson, 
William Curran, R. M'Clintock, Edward S. 
Whelan. 


| For the Presbyterian. 
A QUERY. 


Mr. Editor,—In my church there are a 
heads of families, who, at the baptism of their 
children, promised to practice family worship, but 
who do not do it. If they present their children, 
and I baptize them while they live in the omission 
of this acknowledged duty, am I not accessary to 
their sin of falsely vowing, and so partaker of 
their crime? I desire your reply. 

I know also an elder who has a large family of 
children, all dedicated to God in baptism, bat in 
that family, the father and the elder never bows to 
God in prayer. His friends and fellow elders 
have remonstrated with him in vain. He isa 
kind neighbour, a respectable citizen, and con- 
verses with ordinary fluency on common subjects 
but cannot be induced to speak to God in the pre- 
sence of his family. Now what course should 
the church pursue? Is it meet that he retain his 
office? ‘Tell us, for we are in difficulty. 

| Bruce. 

REPLY. 

In expressing an opinion on the above mention- 
ed cases, we feel some difficulty, as we are not 
in possession of all the circumstances, and there- 
fore cannot tell what weight is to be given to the 
pleas which may be urged in extenuation or 
justification of the alleged neglect. Sessions in 
auch cases must be guided by their best discre- 
tion, after a careful and impartial examination of 
the premises. We would say however, asa general 
tule, that persons who violate solemn engage- 
ments are not entitled to church privileges, and 
that no man is qualified to be a spiritual guide to 
the flock of Christ, who lives in the habitual ne- 


glect of a duty so obvious, as the observance of 
family religion. 


-| residence of the Grand Sultan, Mahmoud II. 


ington, Henry Lelar, Jr., Alexander Stewart, | 


the Presbyterian. 
MISSIONARIES. 

Tidings from those who have devoted them- 
selves to the foreign missionary service are al- 
ways welcome; believing that it will be gratify- 
ing to the Christian community and especially to 
the churches under the care of the Presbytery of 
New Castle, (by whom they are supported) to 
hear from the Rev. Benjamin Schneider, and his 
wife, I send you the enclosed letter for publica- 
tion in the Presbyterian. 

A MEMBER OF THE PRESBYTERY OF N&W CASTLE. 


Turkey—Constantinople, May 13th, 
My Dear Christian Brother,—Among your last 
words, I recollect a request that I would some- 
times write to you. Several months have passed 
away since my arrival on missionary ground and 
my promise still remains unfulfilled; and why? 
Because I have felt no inclination prompting me to 
do so? Oh no—no! But forno other reason than 
the want of time. My engagements have been 
as numerous as my waking hours. But I am 
very happy in embracing the opportunity this 
morning of writing to you. And now permit me 
to say that my thoughts have often reverted to the 
very interesting season which we spent in your 
dear family and among your people. The re- 
membrance of that season is swee indeed. The 
Spirit of the Lord was manifested on that day. 
I felt it was good to be with you. Precious sea- 
son! never will 1 forget it. Titl I go to my 
grave ** where there is no remembrance,” I will 
remember the cordial welcome, the many un- 
affected expressions of respect and esteein from 
your family which made us feel, while at your, 
house, at home, where no one wished to say to us 
adieu. JT will think of our intercourse short yet 
profitable; and last though not least of the almost 
enchanting sweetness of my thoughts as we drove 
away from your house on the evening of that 
lovely Sabbath. 

How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend, 
In hopes of one that ne’er shall end, 

O my brother, = we spend an eternal sab- 
bath together with a!l the ransomed of the Lord, 
where sin, sorrow and suffering will be forever 
excluded, and where there will ** be nothing to hurt 
or destroy in all that holy mountain.”” How is 
it now with the New Castle Presbytery? Is the 
Lord in your midst by his Holy Spirit? Are his 
ministers faithful P Are Christians revived, and 
sinners converted ? ** Peace be within her walls 
and prosperity within her palaces; for my breth- 
ren and companions sake will 1 say peace be 
within thee.”’ 

When my thonghts revert to my native land I 
am frequently in the midst of some of your 
churches ; a rush of recollections comes over me, 
which sometimes induces a sigh or a Starting 
tear. But an aspiration to heaven for a blessing 
upon you calms the tempest of my soul, and every 
warring feeling is hushed. My brother, what a 
privilege is prayer. It is the purest and holiest 
source of happiness enjoyed by the children of 
God! Itis the great channel of communication 
between the throne of the Eternal and a perishing 
world, It is the divinely appointed source of 
conveyance of every thing which the soul needs 
or which it can hope! But let us realize that our 
voice will soon be hushed, and the tongue will 
soon lie silent in the clay. Suill, if we are the 
friends of the Redeemer, 

There in a nobler, sweeter song 

We'll sing his power to save, 

When these poor lisping, stammering tongues 

Lie silent im the grave. 

My health, and that of my husband, is very good, 
and has been so ever since we left America, with 
the exception of sea-sickness. You will have heard 
something of our voyage, and arrival at Smyrna, 
and from that city to this, through a letter which 
my husband addressed to the Presbytery some 
time since, otherwise I would give you some ac- 
count of particulars. I will merely add that 
goodness and mercy have followed us every day 
since our embarkation. We are very pleasantly 
situated in a missionary family, with every facil- 
ity for the acquisition of the languages of these 
countries. We are exceedingly interested in study. 
but find it has a tendency to distract the mind 
from more holy duties. ‘The T'urkish, Modern 


Greek, and French languages are those laid out} 


for myself. Mr. S. including these, will attend 
to the Arabic and Armenian. He finds his 
knowledge of German useful to him already. 
Perhaps you may be interested in hearing a few 
things respecting this great, proud and wicked 
city. Including the suburbs, it is forty-five miles 
in circumference ; the exterior of the city exceeds 
every city I have ever seen in splendour. ‘There 
are several hundred mosques and innumerable 
palaces. I think I have been informed that 
its population amounts to more than a million. 
This city has the form of a triangle with sides 
bent and an obtuse angle at the vertex. The 
interior of the city but poorly corresponds with 
its noble and enchanting exterior. ‘The streets 
are narrow, dirty, and many of them steep. 
Houses are generally built of wood. It is the 
He 
has reigned twenty-seven years, and is now about 
fifty years of age. His character is a perfect 
anomaly. He possesses some very interesting 
traits of character and some of the very worst; 
he begins to manifest considerable interest in the 
education of his nation; and on last Saturday I 
am informed, that he honoured a school with his 
imperial presence. I have seen him once, he has 
a fine noble countenance, a very intelligent eye, 
but I thought his countenance looked care-worn, 
and well he may feel solicitude, for his kingdom 
is tottering at its very foundation. A worse go- 
vernment, or a worse religion, can hardly he sub- 
stituted for the present. ‘Ihe missionaries are 
labouring here quite successfully, though they have 
as yet scarcely made any sensible impression; they 
have been located here but two or three years. 
We shall probably proceed to Broosa in the 
couse of two or three months. We are very de- 
sirous of commencing our labours there. Do not 
fail to pray for us daily that we may be faithful 
and successful Jabourers. Itis a great and respon- 
sible work—but it is a glorious work, such as an- 
gels would love todo. We have received letters 
and papers from America, from which we under- 
stand that the Lord is causing showers of hea- 
venly rain to descend and to make glad the city 
of our God. e have read accounts of many 
interesting revivals, for which we rejoiced in the 
Lord, yea, and we will rejoice. May revival 
meet revival till the whole land shall become 
Emmanuel’s land; a mountain of holiness and 
dwelling place of righteousness. I shall never 
lose my interest in the American Zion.g If ever 
I forget her let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth. 

Remember my husband and myself to your 
dear family. Repeat the promise to your wife 
and sister-in-law contained in Rev. xxi. 7. Ma 
your children be converted early in life, and be 
made the instraments of much good. Can you 
not give at least one of them to labour for the 
dying heathen. Remember us kindly to your 
church and Sabbath school. Mr. S. says he 
would like much the privilege of preaching to 


-|your great congregation again the unsearchable 


riches of Christ. And I ain sure 1 should quite 
as much enjoy conversing with the dear children 
in the Sabbath school. May I not expect you to 
write as soon as you receive this. And, my 
brother, I commend you to God and the word of 
his grace, which is able to build you up and give 
you an inheritance among them that are sanctified. 
Eviza C. A. SCHNEIDER. 


NEW DISCOVERY. 


It has very recently been discovered that it is 
unlawful for Presbyterians to meet together to 
consult concerning the interests of the church, un- 
less they meet as a gm church judicatory. Min- 
isters should certainly be very careful now, never 
to meet in company with two or three other min- 
isters and elders in a manner not prescribed by 
the book, for religious purposes, else now in the 
** full blaze of the nineteenth century,” their meet- 
ing will, perhaps, be denounced as “an unlawful 
assembly.”’—Standard. 


For the Presbyterian. 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Mr. Editor.—As no person, to my knowledge, 
has given you asketch of the exercises whick 
closed the summer term of the Western Theolo- 
gical Seminary, permit me to state through the 
medium of your columns, that the examination 
commenced on Tuesday, the 30th of September, 
and continued two days. | 


On the evening of the 29th, the Bible Society 
held its second annual meeting, in the first Pres- 
byterian church in Pittsburg. After singing, an 
introductory prayer was offered by the Rev. D. 
McConaughy, D. D. President of Washington 
College. An annual report was then read, (embo- 
dying many important and interesting facts, 
which was unanimously adopted, and althoug 
for want of time, we were deprived of the privi- 
lege of listening to addresses, from Professors 
Halsey and Nevin, yet we were pleased witha 
number of judicious and sensible resolutions, 
which were offered and sustained by addresses 
from the students, which showed that their minds 
were alive to the great importance of dissemina- 
ting the word of life, as a most’ powerful instru- 
ment in the conversion of the world. 


On the evening of the 30th, the Society of 
Inquiry on Missions, held its semi-annnal meet- 
ing in the third Presbyterian church in Pittsburg. 
The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
J. F. Halsey. After singing an appropriate 
psalm, an essay was read by Mr. J. Newton, in 
which he endeavoured to show, that without any 
other resources, than what the church now pos- 
sesses, and can spare. without inconvenience, the 
heathen might be brought under the influence of 
the gospel in 30 years. The arguments, we think, 
were sound, and urged with much propriety. Mr. 
Newton is devoted to the cause of foreign mis- 
sions. 


~ The speaker for the society, Mr. Lea, addressed 
the meeting in an earnest and feeling manner, 
adverting first. to the peculiar circumstances in 
which the commission to disciple all nations was 
given—in the face of poverty, and a more cruel 
and blood-guilty priesthood ; toa feeble, discon- 
solate, and despised band, and ata time. when the 
dreadful echoings of crucify him, erncify him, * yet 
lingered among the hills and mountains of Judea.” 
He then took a hirds-eye view of the manner in 
which that commission had been exeented during 
the last .eighteen-hundred years. and went some- 
what fully into the present wretched and perish- 
ing condition of China, which Providence is open- 


the efforts of Christians. 


Among other things, he contrasted the degraded 
situation ef Chinese, with the exalted and happy 
rank of American Ladies, and eoneluded with a 
moving appeal to the patriotism. philanthropy, and 
christian benevolence of his anditory. in behalf of 
siz hundred millions of heathen, which must go 
down to the grave. unblessed with a knowledge 
of salvation through our compassionate Saviour, 
unless christians will stretch forth their hands to 
save. 


In view of the departure of Messrs. Wilson 
and Newton, (members of the society.) to North- 
ern India, the Rev. Dr. Brown, President of 
Jefferson College, took occasion to address them, 
which he did in an affectionate, paternal manner 3 
and in asking the prayers of God's people in 
their behalf, felicitously adverted to the cirenm- 
stances and places of the their collegiate and 
theological edneation, in this western country, and 
to the fact, that in proportion to the nomber of 
students, who have been connected with the Wer- 
tern Theological Seminary, it has sent more into 
the foreign field, than any other in the United 
States ; and is therefore especially entitled to the 
interest and prayers of the church of Christ. 


The audience though not large, was highly res- 
pectable, comprising, among many warm friends 
of missions, a good proportion of the moral worth 
ofthe city and vicinity. After singing the seventh 
Hymn, Assembly’s collection, 


“ How beauteous are their feet, 
Who stand on Zion’s hill: 

Who bring salvation on their tongues, 
And words of peace reveal, &c.” 


And, after an intervening prayer, the Hymn 
** Daughter of Zion,” &c., the clergymen, breth- 
ren, and friends, with melting hearts and tear- 
| ful eves, took leave of those abont to depart for 
*¢ India’s coral strand,”’ and committed them to 
the all-sufficient grace of the God of Missions. 
May he preserve them as the apple of his eye, 
and make them strong to do his will, that they 
may be instrumental in bringing many sons and 
daughters unto glory. 


On Wednesday evening, the Rev. Mr. Stockton, 
appointed to preach before the board of trustees, 
spoke toa large and deeply in‘erested audience, 
in the Rev.. Dr. Herron’s church, from Jer. 3, 
15. “Twill give you pastors according to mine 
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding.”” As it is to be printed, I will 
only say, it could scarcely have been more appro- 
priate. 7 

The address to the students. by the chairman of 
the examining committee, the Rev. Mr. McFarren, 
was evidently the product of a clear and diserimin- 
ating mind. It was lucid, to the point, and calcu- 
lated to make a deep and lasting impression. 


N. 


For the Presbyterian. 
YOUNG MEN’S MEETING. 


churches in Philadelphia was held in the Central 
Presbyterian church, on Thursday evening Octo- 
ber 2d, 1834. Matthew Newkirk, Esq., was 
called to the chair. Prayer by Rev. C. C. Cuy- 
ler, D. D. 

The Rev. William Chester, one of the agents of 
the Board of Education of the Presbyterian church, 
stated that the object of the meeting was to enlist 
the young men us such, of the various Presbyte- 
rian congregations in ourcity, in raising up and 
educating pour and pions youth in numbers ade- 
quate to the wants of our own church, and accord- 
ing totheir ability, for the supply of the wants of 
the world. Mr. Chester made, in addition, many 
interesting statements in regard to the large num- 


the church in the late revivals in Virginia and 
elsewhere, who would commence preparation for 
the ministry if funds could be obtained for their 
Support. 
Ihe Rev. John Breckinridge, Corresponding 
Secretary and General Agent of the Board of Edu- 
cation, followed Mr. Chester, with a most ani- 


selves while in the dew of their youth, to the great 
work of evangelizing the world through the in- 
strumentality of an enlarged and educated min- 
istry. 3 

Short but interesting addresses were also made 
by the Rev. Dr. Cuyler, and George Sharswood, 


sq. 

It was then resolved, that cards be circulated 
for subscriptions to aid the Board. A liberal 
amount was subscribed. After which a commit- 
tee was appointed to draft a constitution and nomi- 
nate officers for a Young Men’s Education Society. 
_ The meeting adjourned to meet on Friday even- 
ing the 17th inst. in the Central Presbyterian 
church corner of 8th and Cherry streets. 
Addresses may be expected from the Rev. John 
Breckinridge, the Rev. C. Van Rensaeler, the 
Rev. Wm. Chester, and others. 


Meexness.—Euclid, the disciple of Socrates, 
having offended a brother of his, the brother cried 
out in a transport of rage, ** Let me die if I am 
not avenged upon you one time or other.” To 
this Euclid replied, with a sweetness almost 
Christian, * And let me die if. I do not soften 
you by kindness, and make you love me as well 
as ever.” 


ing in an unexpected and wonderful manner, to — 


A meeting of the young men of the Presbyterian _ 


ber of youth of the above description, brought into - 


mated and eloquent address to the young men, | 
Y | urging upon them the necessity of devoting them- 
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THE ACT AND TESTIMONY—ITS NULLIFICA- 


Mr. Editor—You and your readers will a 
with me, I hope, in 
neutrality in ~ As no doubt you and they 
will accord to the sentiment, that no man has a 
— to opinions of his own in matters of religion, 
where God has expressed his opinions. ‘These 
all men are bound to receive. If the moral field 
contained ohe rood of neutral ground, it is obvi- 
ous, that it could be occupied only by neutrals, and 
to conceive of beings, who, on a question of right 

and wrong, are neither, and yet are moral beings, 

my mind confesses its incompetency. ‘ He that 
is not with me is against me.” In questions 
where moral principle is not at stake, neutrality 
is possible, and often wise. But when moral 
truth puts forth her claims, it is quite otherwise. 
One inch of neutral ground lies not in all her 
wide domain. And this is thé reason why it is 
80 difficult, in times like ours, for any to stand 
aloof. Innovation and revolution are abroad. 
Some rally round the constitution, and as a means 
of concentrating public, orthodox opinion, have 
drawn up the paper whose title stands at the head 
of this article. Others, very many, say, we are 
with you in the principle, but we cannot sign: 
yours is not, in our apprehension, the right way 
to remedy the evil. This large and very influen- 
tial elass occupy the middle ground, and appear 
determined to hold it neutral. The innovators 
are pleased, highly pleased with their policy, 
and count strongly and confidently on success 
through their means. My object in this letter is 
to invite the attention of these orthodox brethren 
to an examination of the ground they occupy. 
They agree with us as to the existence of error— 
they are in fact alarmists, in the same sense in 
which we claim to be alarmists: they feel them- 
selves to be watchmen, bound to give alarm, and 
yet appear unwilling to commit themselves by a 
positive enrolment of their names amongst the 
protestants against error. And why? 

One of their reasons was disposed of in my 
former letter, viz. ‘Your Act and Testimony 
leads towards division.’ We protest it does not 
— its object is union in truth, 

Another of their reasons is, * Your Act and Tes- 
timony contains nullification. It refuses to ac- 
knowledge the existence of affinity Presbyteries ; 
ot the legality of their acts—it refuses to submit 
to the General Assembly in creating such Preaby- 
teries and Synods.’ 

Now, Mr. Editor, I contend that the Act and 
Testimony does not contain nullification—the 
ultra-revolutionists, as well as the men of the 
middle region, have not read correctly. If it does 
contain this doctrine, it must be in the first and 
fifth of the closing propositions, viz. 

* 1. That we refuse to give countenance to 
ministers, elders, agents, editors, teachers, or to 
those who are in any other capacity engaged in 
religious instruction or effort, who hold the pre- 
ceding or similar heresies.” 

Is there here any nullification!—any setting 
aside of the higher authorities !! ** We refuse to 
give countenance”’—that is, if language have any 
meaning, to aid, abet, encourage, or assist in 
disseminating the preceding heresies. And who 
would do it that has not turned recreant to the 
cause of truth? Ate not the errors referred to, an 
entire sibversion of the whole Gospel !!: And who 
is he, calling.-himself a Presbyterian minister, or 
‘elder, that will countenance these dissemina- 
tions!!! No, this is simply a reiteration of the 
sentiment long since uttered, on the same sub- 
jiect—** receive him not into your houses, neither 

id him God speed.” 2 

The fifth proposition, which some have con- 
strued, either very artgally, or very inadvertently 
into nullification, rans thus: 

«That we consider the presbyterial existence 
or acts of any Presbytery or Synod formed on the 
principles of elective affinity, a8 unconstitutional, 
and all ministers and churches voluntarily inclu- 
ded in such bodies, as having Virtually departed 
from the standards of the church.’’ ' 

Now here is the expression of -an opinion— 
*¢ we consider”—and nothing more. And what is 
the opinion? Is it one about which there is great 
diversity? One which divides the old school 
_ from the middle men; or even from the new? 
No, Sir. It is one in which even they substan- 
tially agree with us. For in the last Assembly 
they record their testiony against it in the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz: ** That, exceptin very ex- 
traordinary cases, Presbyteries ought to be form- 
ed with geographical limits.” That is, the for- 
mation of Presbyteries and Synods on the ground 
of doctrinal disagreement or personal antipathies ; 
or, in the nomenclature of Dr. Skinner, of * elec- 
tive affinity,”’ is not right—is not constitutional, 
except in very extraordinary cases.” 

On thia subject let us hear the Presbytery of 
New Brunswick, which is justly considered as 
containing the heart of orthodoxy and moderation. 
In their excellent pastoral letter, they say, * if 
the plan of forming new jadicatories on the prin- 
ciple of ‘elective affinity,’ that is, on the plan of 
placing those who entertain views of doctrine and 
order materially different from the majority, [I 
wish they had added, from the constitution] in 
judicatories by themselves, that they may have a 
better opportunity of enforcing and extending 
their peculiarities without restraint: if these 
things be allowed and continued, it requires no 
peculiar sagacity to foresee that our ecclesiastical 
order, must soon be subverted; our unity destroy- 
ed; our system of doctrine abandoned, and 
nothing left of Presbyterianism but the name.” 
“If it be necessary to have an 
’ elective affinity’ Presbytery, itis surely quite as 
necessary, and by parity of reasoning, quite as 
defensible, to have an ‘elective affinity’ General 
Assembly, which of course would be nothing 
less than a rupture of the church, Moved by 
considerations such as have been stated, we 
earnestly hope that all the ministers, elders and 
churches within the bounds of this Presbytery 
will feel constrained to act with more and more 
vigilance in strict conformity with the spirit of 
our ecclesiastical constitution.” 


the position, that there is no 


thodox friends, if the Act and Testimony do not 
receive the signatures of three-fourths of al] the 
Presbyterian elders, and three-fifths of all the 
Presbyterian ministers in our church, it will be 
because you stand in the middle. Those whose 
doctrines you abhor and so ably refute, but of 
whore numbers you stand in awe, look to you 
with exceeding anxiety. If there be any thing 
else, (except the subject of the convention, on 
which I hope to remark in my next) exceptiona- 
ble to your view, let it be affectionately pointed 
out. * Faithful are the words of a friend.” Per- 
haps even yet a modification may be effected : so 
that the entire mass of orthodox men may con- 


‘ sistently sign, and in this event the phalanx will 


be resistless. All we need to make it so is * the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 
Georce JuNKIN. 
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SYNOD OF PHILADELPHIA. 

The Synod of Philadelphia will hold its stated 
meeting on Wednesday the 29th inst., in the 
Presbyterian church in Gettysburgh, Pa. at 11 
o’clock, A. M. Those Presbyteries which have 
not paid their assessments will oblige the Treasu- 
rer by being prepared to do so, on the above men- 
tioned day, to enable him to answer the claims 
which will be made on the Synodical fund. 


To Corresponpents.—We tender our sincere 
thanks to the Rev. J. Le Roy Davies, of South 
Carolina, for the kind interest he has manifested 
in the circulation of our paper, and promptly ac- 
cept his offer to act as its agent, in the district of 
country in which he gesides. We have received 
the earnest and manly resolutions of his Session 
in the adoption of the Act and Testimony, but are 
compelled to withhold them from our columns, for 
the reason, that we are in the daily receipt of simi- 
lar resolutions, which if we should publish entire, 
our paper would be filled with them, and if we 
should publish some to the exclusion of the rest, 
it would create offence. We are under the ne- 
cessity, therefore, of publishing only the adopting 
acts of Presbyteries, while we are careful to re- 
cord in our semi-monthly lists, the signatures of 
all the ministers and elders whose names are sent 
to us. We hope that this general explanation 
will be satisfactory to all the Sessions which 
have corresponded with us on this subject. 


Tle Rev. John Breckinridge requests us to 
say, that his repeated absences from home, have 
recently interrupted the publication of his letters 
on Popery. They will, however, Providence pe:- 
mitting, be speedily resumed. 


Repertrory.—In the October number 
of this work just published, we observe with 
regret, an article unfavourable to the Act and Tes- 
timony. Aware of the use which will be made of 
this authority, we propose, in our next paper, to 
give it an extended review. On this, as on every 
other important question, we say, let both sides 
be heard, and let the decision be influenced by the 
argument. 


InsTaLLATION.—On Friday, the 3d inst. the 
Rev. William D. Snodgrass, D. D. was installed 
as Pastor of the Second street Presbyterian church, 
in the city of Troy, New York. The introducto- 
ry prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Spring, of 
New York. The sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Miller of Princeton, from 1 Tim. i. 11. 
** According to the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God, which was committed to my trust.” Charge 
to the pastor, by Rev. Mr. Smith of Waterford. 
Charge to the people, by Rev. Dr. Tucker of 
Troy. Dr. Tucker also presided and proposed 
the usual questions to the pastor and the congre- 
gation. 


Epiroriat Courresy.—The Liberator, the in- 
flammatory organ of the abolitionists, and fierce 
opponent of Colonization, in noticing the Journal 
of Freedom, a well conducted paper, favourable to 
the cause of Colonization. thus recommends it :— 


“This is the impudent title of a new pro-sla- 
very paper, which is published weekly, in New 
Haven. It professes to be conducted by an * as-. 
sociation of gentlemen” —for gentlemen, read black- 
yuards, Of course, it is strongly in favour of ban- 
ishing the colored people of the United States to 
the coast of Africa. ‘These ** gentlemen” are too 
nice and too genteel to live in the same country 
with * niggers.”” We commend their paper to 
the patronage of all southern slave-holders, and 
{heir numerous adherents throughout the Union.” 


The Liberator again. 


The Editor of the Liberator, in his last paper, 
asks the following questions—** Why do I bring 
such accusations against my country? Why do 
I denounce her as a land * full of the habitations of 
cruelty ?? Why do I hold her up to the scorn of 
the righteous among mankind? Why dol say 
that she is distinguished for her hypocrisy and oppres- 
sion, as she is for knowledge and power ?”*—And the 
Editor of the Boston Gazette pithily replies— 
Sure enough ?”” 


A Timet.y Caution.—The Lowell Observer in 


Now, I ask the candid reader, what does this 
language mean, if it does not condemn the * elec- | 
tive affinity” principle as unconstitutional ? Does. 
the ** Act and Testimony”’ condemn the principle, 
or express the opinion of its unconstitutionali- 
ty, more unequivocally? ‘They use a different 

phraseology, it is true, but they speak a language 
equally decided. 


Here then, Mr. Editor, it is evident to a de- 
monstration, that the New School, and the Old 
School, and the middle grougd men, do perfectly ' 
and unanimously agree in condemning the elecltve 
affinity principle, with the single exception of 
“very extraordinary cases.” Now who did 
ever pretend to /egisluie for ** very extraordinary 
cases”? Do they not make their own law? 
But if it be absurd to attempt to make rules for 
“very extraordinary cases,”’ can it be wise to 
differ, and separate, and refuse concurrent action, 
when it might be and would he powerful, yea, 
overwhelming; simply because, should a * very 
extraordinary case” occur, we might differ in 
opinion about—not the general principle—but 
this particular case!! Will our orthodox breth- 
ren file off and leave us to fight the spiritual bat- 
tles of truth, simply because a * very oxtraordi- 
nary case” may occur in a very extraordinary 
time, in the disposition of which we might possi- 

bly differ! 

But it may be said, some of the signers at least 
are determined never to recognize Dr. Ely’s 
Presbytery as constitutiondily existing. Well, 
what of that? The Act and Testimony does not 
contain such a pledge. It leaves that matter un- 
touched. That is a “very extraordinary case,” 
and if ever your correspondent shall be called 
officially to act on it, he will probably meet its 
responsibilities with better braced nerves than 
he did before. But wherefore make the possi- 
ble, or palpable course of this signer or that, in 
reference to that case, the ground of present action 
for or against the Act and Testimony ; seeing it 
asserts nothing but the general doctrine, in which 

all agree? 
Before closing, allow me to say to our old or- 


cominenting upon the Statement of the New Ha- 


ven Professors gives them but little credit for 
consistency and honesty. One paragraph is par- 
ticularly worthy of reflection, as showing the 


-uniformity with which errorists act, when at- 


tempting to consolidate their party at the expense 
of the truth. They do not go out of the church 


and plant» their standard, but they rally their 


forces in the first instance, under an orthodox 
standard,—upon the principle that stratagem in 
war, is oftentimes more effective than daring cou- 
rage. Let our readers ponder the following fact ; 
it will apply to all heresies. 


**We may well advert to the time also, when 
the early Unitarians preached and published 
views widely different from the doctrines of 
grace, and subscribed orthodox creeds and were in- 
dignant when told they were departing from the 
faith. ‘The whole system was developed under 
an orthodox standard. ‘The history of those times 
is a solemn admonition to the present.” 


IMPARTIALITY.—We are often led to inquire, 
why do the moderate men of our church, speak 


in such strong and unmeasured terms of censure 
of the orthodox party? What evil have they 
done? Is it not just as amiable to defend truth, as 
to advocate error? and if so, why should all fra- 
ternal“expressions of regard, be extended to those 
who oppose the truth, while those who maintain 
it, are condemned without mercy? When the 
General Assembly were urged to censure those 
who were assailing the bulwarks of the truth, 
their moderation prevented them ; but when invi- 
ted to condemn the orthodox on account of their 
zeal for the truth, it was done with acclamation ! 
Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.” 


Pitsburg, Pa. 


Act anp Testimoxy.—From al] we can learn, 
this noble witness for the truth of God, is awak- 
ening a healthful tone of feeling throughout the 
church. Our information is derived from numer- 
ous sources and these widely scattered, and it im- 
presses us with the belief, that the Presbyterian 
church has not for the last twenty years, pre- 
sented such promising indications of a redeeming 
spirit. Many are shaking off the lethargic influ- 
ence of the opiates which have been so long and 
so artfully administered; they begin to perceive 
that onder the factitious banner of peace, a con- 
cealed warfare has been waged against the dearest 
and most sacred objects of their affection; they 
have learned to distinguish between profession and 
practice; and we feel assured that if they are now 
true to themselves and their God, they will be 
the honoured instruments of rescuing the church 
from the peril, to which she has been exposed. 
It is not by numbers that they are to obtain the 
victory, but by the blessing of God on their own 
unbending firmness. The Act and Testimony 
has created extensive alarm among those, unsound 
in the faith, for they dread its influence as a test 
of doctrine ; and it has excited equal alarm among 
the moderates, as it has reduced them to the di- 
lemma of identifying themselves with errorists, or 
of renouncing that pernicious policy so long per- 
sued, which has furnished a secure cover under 
which heresy has invaded the church. Violent 
measures therefore are resorted to, to render it 
odious and abortive. But let not the wetnesses be 
deterred by reproach, nor seduced by persuasion, 
from a direct and forward march; for a failure in 
their present attempt will throw the church irre- 
trievably into the hands of those, who have al- 
ready so administered its affairs, as to have per- 
mitted it to be overrun by dangerous innovations. 
Particularly let the eldership stand fast in the 
faith of their fathers; for itis a fact which should 
not be concealed, that the church first becomes 
corrupt through her ministers, and the consum- 
mation of the evil may be prevented, by the timely 
action of those, who are the more immediate repre- 
sentatives of the people. This important arm of 
the church when wielded, must be wielded with 
effect; it will be mighty for the pulling down of 
strong holds. Let this however be recollected ; 
no great enterprise is to be accomplished without 
perseverance ; years may be necessary to restore 
the church to that purity, which it has taken 
years to corrupt; and who is there among the 


‘signers of the instrument, who is not willing to 


devote his life time to this work? We trust 
there is not one, who under repeated discomfi- 
tures, will not be ready to say, ** Rejoice not over 
me O mine enemy, when I fall, I shall rise 
again.” 


How to se Popurar.—The following para- 
graph from the United States Gazette, a secular 
paper of this city, may not be inappropriately 
quoted by us, under the present circumstances of 
our church. 


‘* We see it mentioned in an eastern paper, that 
a clergyman, by his strict neutrality on exciting 
subjects, rendered himself much beloved and 
highly popular with all parties, since he meddled 
with neither politics nor religion.” 


Boarp or Missions.—We learn from the Chris- 


tian Herald, that the Rev. A. O. Patterson has 
been appointed General Agent for the Assembly's 


Board of Missions, for the West, to be located at 


A LitigatepD Question.—It is strongly affirm- 


ed that many Presbyterian ministers maintain 
and teach doctrines inconsistent with the stand. 
ards of our church, and it is just as strongly de- 


nied. Hence the litigation. It becomes a serious 


and interesting question, how is this strife of 
opinion to be composed? And any suggestion 


which proposes an effectual, or even a plausible 
plan for terminating the contention, should be 
hailed by every friend of the ehurch. A hint 


may be borrowed from the ‘ wisdom of this 
world,”? which, if applied in the present case, 
would speedily bring the question to an issue. 


When peculation or malad ministration is suspected 


in any of the offices under the general government, 
Congress takes cognizance of the affair, and ap- 


points a committee of inquiry or investigation, who 


have authority to send for persons and papers, and 
the truth of the charge is soon ascertained. If the 


General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
had the same spirit of promptitude, in searching 


out the errors which have crept into the adminis- 


tration of the church, that the general government 
displays in inquiring into the conduct of public 
functionaries, we see nothing to prevent them 
from coming to a satisfactory result in their in- 


quiries. If any of their officers have been unjustly 


accused, an investigation would do them justice 
and vindicate their characters; but if the alleged 
misconduct can be sustained by evidence, an in- 
vestigation would be the best method of eliciting 
the evidence. ‘Taking it for granted that those 
who affirm and those who deny, concerning the 
existence of error in the church, are alike anxious 


should they not mutually agree to institute a 
rigid scrutiny? And why should they not mu- 
tually petition the supreme judicatory to adopt 
measures to give efficiency to the investigation ? 
The object might perhaps be accomplished by 
some such plan as the following: First. Let the 
General Assembly enjoin it upon every Presbytery 
to propose the following query to each minister in 
its connection, Do you solemnly, and without men- 
tal reserve, adopt each and every article on doc- 
trine contained in the Confession of Faith, in the 
obvious cense of the language? Let the answer 
to this question be categorical, aye or no. And 
‘to render the result still more satisfactory, let the 
Assembly enjoin upon every Presbytery in the 
second place, to propose to each of its members 
the doctrines contained in the Act and Testimony, 
with the distinct question to each paragraph, Do 
you believe the doctrine here condemned, aye or 
not And third, let each Presbytery be required 
to. answer this question, Do you know of any 
member in your connection who preaches, or who 
has published any doctrine contrary to the stand- 
ards of the church, in their obvious sense ? 

Such a plan would operate with equal justice 
upon all; if all should be discovered to be sound 
in the faith, peace and mutual confidence would 
be restored, and the church might celebrate a ju- 
bilee ; and if some were discovered to be unsound 


in the faith, a judicious exercise of discipline 


to know the truth of current reports, we ask, why 


might restore them, or at least prevent them from 
disturbing the peace of the church for the future. 
It may be said, that the prosecution of this plan 
would be inquisitorial. Admit it, and who should 
be afraid of the inquisition? Certainly not those 
who are conscious of their integrity ; for truth and 
honesty never shrink from interrogation. And if 
any should refnse to submit to such a scrutiny, it 
would be presumptive proof that they entertained 
views, which they kuew to be contrary to the 
standards which they havesubscribed. The state 
of the church requires that men should be tested 
—the Act and Testimony proposes that they 
should be tested—but the majority, fearing the 
result of a test, vote down every proposal which 
would elicit the true state and condition of the 
church. Hence the strife,—which must continue 


and increase. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


A Steam Boat Burnt.—We learn from the Alexandria 
Gazette, that the steamboat Cygret was burnt to the 
waters edge.on Tuesday night last, while lying at the 
wharf in that town. ‘The same paper adds, So rapid 
was the progress of the flaines, that the hands asleep on 
hoard at the time, barely escaped before the boat was on 
fire in every part. The origin of the fire was entirely ac- 
cidental—the fire, no doubt, having been communicated 
to the wood work from the heat of the furnace. ‘The wreck 


of the boat has been secured at the wharf where she 
burned. 


Paupers.—The Commissioners of the New York Alms 
Honse have introduced into their report the enormous ex- 
penses to which their city is subjected, for the support of 
needy paupers imported from Europe, outcasts trom Ku. 
ropean society. Our city also is a receptacle for the 
same sort of people, and our Alms House crowded with 
them An active and intelligent guardian of the poor 
has declared that the support of our own poor would he 
an insignificant charge. and that more than three-fourths 
of the paupers in the Alms House are of the description: 
mentioned, imported from Europe. ‘They are allowed to 
land in Delaware, and come up immediately to the city. 
Sometimes a whole family will come a!most decetky 
from the ship to the Alins House, As pauperism is in- 
creasing feartully in Europe, we shall be overrun and 
made begyars ourselves, if some means are not resorted 
to for this growing evil. Great numbers are from Canada, 
where they are landed, and whence they proceed without 
delay to our large cities. — Phil. Nat. Gazette. 


Apples.—The Northampton (Mass.) Courier states, 
“* that there has not been such a scarcity of apples in that 
part of the country since 1794.” Immediately on the 
borders of the Delaware, the orchards bore nearly their 
usual | angie while through the State generally, the 
supply has entirely failed. — 


Bassa Cove Settlement.—We ‘earn from Mr. Elliot 
Cresson, that the ship Ninus, commanded by Capt. Par- 
sons, an able and experienced navigator, has been char- 
tered for the Young Men’s Colonization Society of Penn- 
sylvania, to take out their first emigrants to the new set- 
tlement at Bassa Cove. It is intended that she shall sail 
from Nerfolk on the 24th of this month, the anniversary of 
Wilham Penn’s landing. We like to see anniversaries 
kept by domg good. Ili has been mentioned to us that a 
gentleman of this city has this week given one thousand 
dollars towards the object of the association. This is 
the second contribution of one thousand dollars, which 
the ey have received. Funds are yet needed to 
complete the objects of the Young Men. | 


The late Freshet—The Raleigh (North Carolina.) 
Register of Tuesday, says. ‘‘ With a month, we have 
had the two most severe freshets ever known in this sec- 
tion of country. The last, which occurred on Sunday 
week, is said to have done greater injury in many places 
than the first. ‘he stages have hardly vet josonstil their 
wonte:! regularity, and the wonder is, how they can get 
along at all, with the roads in so disordered a condition 
The passengers in the stage from the North, on the night 
after the late fresh, came very near losing their lives at. 
Crab-Tree creek, in this vicinity—a stream which, iu or- 
divary times, may be easily waded.” 


The Guava —Cajptain Robert Field has demonstrated 
the fact, that this fruit, from which the celebrated West In- 
dia preserve, by that name, is made, can be raised with but 
little care in this country. He showed us last week a ripe 
Guava. of a size a little larger than a hen’s egg, and near- 
ly of the same shape. The skin was smooth, similar to the 
pomegranate, and the fragrance, though the guava has a 
great deal more, is not unlike that fruit.—Natchez Cour. 


University of Pennsylrania.—At a meeting of the trus- 
tees of the University of Pennsylvania, held on the 7th of 
this mouth, Dr. William P. Dewees was elected “ Profes- 
sor of Midwifery, and of the Diseases of Women and 
Children.” 


Temperance Ships —A meeting of ‘he officers of the 
Marine Insurance Companies of New York, was held a 
few days since; their object being to cousider the proprie- 
ty of making a difference between such vessels as used, 
and such as did not use spirituons liquor on board. Seve- 
ral fac's were stated to the meeting, going to show the in- 
creased hazards to navigation from the use of such liquors, 
aud it was resolved. unanimously. that on all policies here- 
after issued upon vessels and outfits, five per cent, of the 
whole amouut of premium should be returned upon satis- 
factory evidence being exhibited that spirituous liquors 
had not been used during the voyage. We trust this step 
will be fo lowed in all our cities, as every one must be 
aware of the incalculable benefits resulting to the mercan- 
tile world by emulating this noble example set by our sis- 
ter city.—Com. Her. 


Columbia College.—At the annual commencement of 
Columbia College, New York, the degree of A. B. was 
conferred on twenty-four yourg gentlemen, and that of 
A. M. on eleven. The honorary degree of L.L. D. was con- 
ferred on Don Thomas Genor, late President of the Span- 
ish Cortez. Of Doctor in Divinity, on the Rev. Thomas 
W. Coit, of Cambridge. Mass., and on the Rev. William 
A. Mublenburgh, Principal of the Flushing Institute. 


Steam Explosion, and Loss of Lives.—-We learn, 
from the Pittsburgh Advocate, that a dreadful explosion 
of the bo:lers of the Eagle Cotton Factory, in the borough 
of Allegheny, took place about five o’clock on Monday 
morning. The extensive building, and valuable machin- 
ery which it contained, are utterly destroyed, and lie in a 
mass of ruins, But this is nothing, when compared with 
the loss of lives. James Marlatt, a Frenchman, was killed 
on the spot; Alexander Morrow, Ist engineer, was su bad- 
ly scalded, that his life is despaired of; two boys are miss- 
ing, Supposed to be buried in the ruins; another boy killed, 
and three young women badly wounded, all having limbs 
broken. To the early bour at which the catastrophe oc- 
curred, probably many now living owe their lives: 


Fort Gibson.—We learn by a gentleman from Fort 
Gibson, that Professor Beyrich, a celebrated Botanist, 
who was exploring this country under the patronage of 
one of the scientific societies of Paris, died recenily at 
that post. Professor Beyrich had attached himseif to the 
regiment of dragoons, and returned with them from their 
late expedition. His servant died within a few days after- 
wards. The same gentieman also states, that information 
had been received of the appearance of chulera among 
the Osages, and much sickuess prevailed among the 
Creeks, Cherokees, &c. 

Specie. —From returns received at the Treasury De- 
partment, as we learn from the Globe, it appears that the 
Specie imported into the United States ~ince the first of 


Of this sum, the importations of Gold since the 30th of 
June last, amounts to 2,715,004 dollars and 19 cents. 


Naral.—Ii is now certain that the frigate Potomac, 
Captain Nicholson, will sail for the Mediterranean. ‘The 
Navy Department have given notice that she will take 
letters for the squadron in that quarter. 

Severe Gale on the Lakes.—Wedunesday night of last 
week, was one of the stormiest ever experienced on the 
lake, and in consequence. the several steamboats on their 
trips, during the gale, have been more or less thrown out 
of their regular course. The Great Britain went out 
from Kingston, on Wednesday evening, and succeeded in 
breasting the gale till within six miles of the Ducks, when 
she was compelled to put about. On her way back, near 
Kingston, the crank of one of her engines broke, and be- 
fore the steam could be blown off, so much mischief was 
done, that the engine was rendered perfectly useless. In 
consequence of this accident, this vessel will have to be 
laid up for the season. The United States has received 
some injury in her machinery, and is now repairing at 
Ogdensburg.—N. Y. Com. Adv. 

Wall Street Church.—We understand that the Trus- 
tees of the Wall Street Presbyterian Church have, with 
the best legal advice. determined that the conditions of 
the gift of land upen which the church stands, are such that 
it cannot be sold and the proceeds invested in other pro- 
perty for the use of the church. Ithas been determined, 
therefore, to rebuild the present edifice without delay. 
Besides the difficulty above mentioned, the tombs are 
private property.—N. Y. Jour. of Com. ; 

Mississippi and Atlantic Rail Road.—The Florence 
(Ala.) Gazette of Sept. 18, says that Col. Long, the Uni- 
ted States Engineer engaged in the reconnoisance of the 
route for the great Atlanuc and Mississippi Rail Road, 
was in Florence some days ago, on his way to Memphis 
From Charleston, thus far, Col. Long had examined the 
covutry with a view to the location of the route, and we 
are informed that he considers the best point for crossing 
the Tennessee river to] be at this place, and thence down 
the right bank of the river to Waterloo, or some point 
below, to be by him selected, as circumstances should re- 
quire. We have not been informed of the result of his 
examination after leaving Florence. The probable cost 
of this grand road, we are told, Colenel Long supposes 
will be 30,000,000 dollars! 


YOUTH’S TRACT SOCIETY. 


* A stated! meeting of the Youth’s Tract Society of Phila- 
delphia will be held on Tuesday evening next, 21st inst. 


t, Andrews’ 


Church. T. P, SPARHAWK, Rec. Sec. 


at 7 o’clock, in the session room in the rear of S 


December last, amounts to 17,670.885 doilars and 44- cents. | 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


From London , to the 6th /of September, received 

The news from the United mee ge is of little import- 
ance. An imposing meetin the Conservative, or 
Orange party, had been held in Dublin, which again 
brought forward Mr. (’Comell. His address in conse- 
quence to the people of Ireland is, however, of a very mo- 
derate character. He proposes that there be formed in 
each county of Ireland “a Liberal Club,” principally for 
the following purposes— 

Ist. ‘To suppress agrarian crimes and outrages. _ 

2d. To suppress by legal means, and to punish by due 
course of law, the members of Orange Lodges, and al: 
other Orange criminals. 

3d. To procure, by legal and constitutional means, the 
total extinction of tithes, in nature as well as name, 

4th. To attend to the elective franchise throughout Ire- 
land, so as to secure the return to Parliament of * friends 
to freland.” 
_ Sth. To advance and secure the restoration of a domes- 
tic legislature to Ireland. 

The continued the demand for gold in England had 
caused the bank to curtail :t issues, and money had in con- 
sequence become scarce. 


he crops throughout Great Britain and Ireland, are 
represented to-have come in well. 

A serious riet occurred at Chatham England, Aug. 21st, 
among the privates of the 88th (Irish) regiment. About 
thirty were wounded. On the following day an affray oc- 
curred between a party of the same regiment and some 
e ilors, in which several of the latter were severely wound- 
ed. 

Serious riots have lately taken place in different parts 
of Ireland. At Ballynanty a coustable was killed with a 
stone hy one of the rioters, aud the windows of the Court 
House were broken in. At Callan, the police were obliged 
to fire upon the mob, killed one mau, and wounded two 
others dangerously.~ 
The Cholera has been very bad at Dublin, but was on 
the decline. It had also very much abated at Madrid ; the 
number of deaths being but about 20 per day. The whole 
number of deaths by Cholera at Gottenburg was 1255. On 
the 15th of August there were 140 interments, and, it is 
added, * hundreds still remained uninterred for want of 
ares.” The disease had broken out at Wenersburg and 
ras. 

A dreadful accident occurred off Dover at a quarter 
past six in the morning of August 27th. The Chamelion, 
a very large revenue cutter, was lving-to about half a 
mile trom the shore, when the Castor frigate, coming from 
the Downs to Portsmouth, rau her down, with 29 men be- 
low, every one of whom were drowned. 

The American Commodore Patterson, iv the Delaware 
ship of the line, had proceeded from Naples to Alexan- 
dria, after visiting which port and the pyramids of the Up- 
per Egypt, he intends sailing for Jaffa, aud land there ‘to 


visit Jerusalem iu company with his lady and some of the 


officers. 
According to the letters from Constantinople, war had 
heen renewed between the Porte and the Viceroy of 
Egypt. Meanwhile Ibrahim—of whose death a talse ru- 
mor had reached and rejoiced the ree hay to 
have subdued Syria. If Russia aids the Sultan, England 
and France may engage in the conflict on the other side, 
and prepare the way for another general war in Europe. 
The wife of Don Carlos, pretender to the throne of 
Spain, died at Portsmouth, Eug. on the 4th of Septem- 
ber. Her death was hastened, if not wholly occasioned 
by, anxiety, growing out of the political situation of her 
husband. 
‘There are rumors of bloody baitles in the north of Spain, 
but nothiug of an official or decisive character. The latest 
rumor was from Bayonne, uuder date of — 30th, and 
represented the Queen's troops as having been defeated 
with great loss in two engagements, one at Ugarte Ara- 
quil, and the other near Pampeluna. A previous rumor 
that the rebels had been defeated near Lequietio, with a 
loss of 2000 nen, turns out to be a fabrication. | 
The famous convent of Aranzara is reported to hae 
heen burnt by the volunteer bands, in the service of the 
Queen. under El Pastor. This convent was a magnificent 
edifice, and richly stocked with books, manuscripts, and 
valuable paintings. 
« The session of the extraordinary Cortez of Portugal was 
opened in Lisbon on the 14th of August. The Cortez had 
determined that the Regency ought to be continued dur- 
ing the minority of the Queen, and had elected Don Pe- 
dro as Regent with scarcely a dissenting voice. It was 
expected he Queen’s inarriage would be the next subject 
for discussion. 
. Marshal Gerard. President of the Council in the French 
ministry, was extremely ill Sept. 4th. 
A severe shock of an earthquake occurred at Cepha- 
lonia on the Sth of June. A great many houses were 
cracked fkom top to bottom, and some fell down altogeth- 
er. No lives were lost, though two or three persons were 
severely wounded by the falling in of a wall. 
The ancient and formidable fortress of Montgatz, in 
Hungary, was destroyed by fire on the night of the 27th 
of July. The flames burst out about 11 o’clock, at the 
northern angle, and spread with such rapidity, that in a 
very few hours every part which was combustible was 
consumed. Al! assistance from without was impossible, 
from the situation of the castle, which was situated on a 
steep isolated rock. A great number of valuable works 
of art have perished; but fortunately no lives were lost.. 
Captain Ross has returned from his visit to Sweden, 
Denmark and Russia, and is now busily superintending 
the publications of his Arctic expedition, to which all the 
Northern Courts have subscribed. There are besides, 
3000 subscriptions in England. 


TURKEY. 

A correspondent of one of the London papers writes 
from Constantinople under dite of August 4th, as follows : 

‘““A fresh rupture between the Sultan and Mehemet 
Ali; has taken place. With one accord both parties have 
‘“‘ cried havoc, and let shp the dogs of war.” At the 
head of all his disposable troops, the Governor of Egypt, 
under pretence of quelling the insurrection in Syria, and 
rescuing his son from the critical position to which, as he 
ave it out, the victorious insurgents had redu him, 
as landed in that country and completed hi parations 
for a new campaign. Upon receiving information of the 
explosion of events it had for some time been intent in 
preparing, the Porte greedily seizes this opportunity, 
which the exaggerated reports trinsmitted had induced 
it to consider as highly favourable to the furtherance of 
its desigus. to vindicate its injured mghts, and hurries on 
as many regiments of the guard and of the line as the 
safety of Constantinople allows her to spare, to reinforce 
the armv Redschid Mehemet Pasha has collected at Si- 
vas. The fleet is to sailtwo days hence. A circular, it 
is said. had been forwarded by the Reis Effendi to the 
different Embassies at Constantinople, acquainting them 
with the resolution the Porte has adopted of taking coer- 
cive measures against Mehemet Ali, and with the motives 
on which this determination is founded. ‘The principal of 
these are, the refusal on his part to pay. according to the 
stipulations agreed upon at Kioutayah. the tribute; to 
evacuate the districts of Oursa and Rana, which he has 
taken possession of without the Sultan’s consent; and 
thirdly, the imperious obligation under which the Sultan 
is placed. as father of his people, to lend a favourable ear 
to the incessant entreaties of the population of Syria, 
which reduced, through Ibrahim’s tyrannical conduct, to 
the utmost despair and misery, implore the intervening 
protection of their legitimate Sovercign. A few weeks 


yet. and hostilities will have begun. 

The quarrel between Mebemet Ali and the Sultan, it 
has been justly observed, is today no longer a fainily dis- 
pute to be settled between themselves through the fate of 
arms. The offensive and defensive treaty of alliance 
struck between Russia and the Sultan, placing the former 
under the obligation of supplying the latter with every as- 
sistance the exigence of the events may necessitate, im- 
poses upon those powers which have deemed it expedient 
to protest against the right of coercive interference in the 
affairs of Turkey which Russia arrogated to herself, the 
necessity of coming to decision. England is nédw com- 
pelled to take an active and !eading part in the contest.” 


WEST INDIES. 

Accounts from Bermuda to the 30th of September state 
that at St. Christophers tranquillity had been restored and 
martial law repealed. Fiom Barbadoes, Trinidad, Ber- 
bice, Tobago, St Vincent, St. Lucia, and Grenada, the 
accounts were perfectly satisfactory. | 

_ Jamaica papers to the 17th of September have been re- 
ceived. The island is evidently in a feverish and unset- 
tied state. And the same may be said of all the British 
West Indies. The negroes geuerally reiuse to werk, or 
work just as it suits them. Though no actual outbreak or 
disturbance has taken place, the universal disposition 
seems to be, to throw off a/l restraint. 

Demerara is in the worst condition in this respect. 
There they have disturbances in addition to the determin- 
ed idleness of the negrues. 

Earthquake in Jamaica —On the night of the 7th Sep- 
tember, several severe shocks of an earthquake was ex- 
perienced at Port Royal. Many were wakened by it and 
found themselves rocking in their beds, while the roofé, 
shingling of the houses, and furniture were rattling—the 
glass on the sideboards ringing, and lamps swinging to 
and fro It was both preceded and followed by a short 
and sudden gust of wind, accompanied by rain and a pe- 
culiar noise. resembling the rumbling of beavy carriages 
ata distance. ‘he undulations were from east to west, 
and the duration of the first shock, fram 10 to 15 seconds; 
the other three shocks followed in rapid succession, but 
were gradually fainter and fainter to the last- ‘The earth- 

uake appears to have been severely felt from one end of 
the island to the other, and to have caused great conster- 
nation. Llouses wero more or less injured in almost every 


parish. 
MEXICO. 


Letters from Vera Cruz to the 29th of August, bring in- 
telligence of the entire tranquillity of Mexico, by the ca- 
pitu ation of the army of Guadalaxara, under Gen. Mexia. 
lhe authorities of Guadalaxara have fullx recognized the 
General Government and its President, Gen. St. Anoa. 


PHILADELPHIA INSTITUTE. 


the Managers of the Philadelphia Insti- 

delivered on Sunday at7 

o’clock, in the church on Fourth near Arch street, by the 
Rev. Mr. PITMAN, to the Young Men af the Institute. 

The Young Men of this city, generally, are invited to 

attend. ‘The — of the lower part the church will 

ed for them. 
ae L. Bevan, Samuel Richards, Matthew New- 
kirk, A. G. Coffin, Robert Earp, Dr. L. P. Gebhard. 


Committee of Arrangement. 


jaunt, he returned from the Springs, in New 


— 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
Acknowledgment of moneys ieceived by the Board of 
ucation of the byterian Church. 
30 


Collections by Rev. Jas. W i Orle 


do. do. Lansing’ urg, do, 54 27 
do. do. Greenheld, do - 7 00 
_ do. do. Amsterdam, de, - 00 
Female Soc. Easton Scholarship, per Corr. Sec. 
by Rev. J. Gray 78 00 
Preb.ch. do. per do. do. 115 00 
In part Ladies Scholarship, Wilksbarre per Cor Sec. 27 OU 
Jo. Gentlemen Scholarship, . per do. 14 50 
Rob't. Ferris, Exq. Wilhamsport, Pa. per du. 5 00 
Rev. George Duffield, - 30 60 
Mrs. Antoinere Hemphill, 6th Presh. ch. Phila. 2 O00 
Sixth Presb. ch. Philad ia part for 1835 - 62 87 
Capt. Lelar, 5th Presb. ch. Philadelphia, sub- 
scription to Young Men’s Education Society 10 00 
Jas. H. Briscoe, Central Presb ch. Phila. do. 5 00 
Geo. Sharswoud, Esq. 70k ch. Phila. do. 10 00 
The following sums contributed as a special 
effort in favour of the Board: 
John N. Brown, Esq. ge 
Jobn Stille, Esq 50 
Alexander Symington, Esq. ° 50 
Dr. Aonapolis, first instalment of 
A Member of 2d Presb. ch. Philadelpbia 50 
Mrs. Elizabeth Stout - & 
Hon. Theo. Frelinghuysen, Newark,N.J. 50 
Roswell L. Colt, Esq. Baltimore : 75 
Dr. Cathcart, York, Pa. 50 
Mrs. Sloan, Chambersburgh, Pa. - 50 
Job Squier, 4 Rahway N. J. - 50 
Robert Oliver, Esq. Balumore - 50 
— 00 
$1156 


JOS. B. MITCHELL, ‘Treasurer. 
_ Error Corrected.—In the acknowledgmeat on the 2d 
inst. of moneys received from ihe Presbyterian Chureh, 
Fredericktown, Md. the amount received from Miss Ann 
M, Ritchie was put down 50 cts.—it should bave been $5. 


MARRIED, 


On Tuesday evening, 7th inst. at Mount Airy, by 
the Rev. Wm. M. Engles, Witui1am A. Drown, to Many 
Evizasetn Messinoer, daughter of Erasmus J. Pierce, 
Exsq., all of this city. 

On Tuesday morning, 7th inst. by the Rev. John L. 
Grant, Mr. James S. Earve, to Miss Mary Jang, only 
daughter of the late Captain Robert Morris. 

On Thursday, 9th inst. by the Rev. George C. Potts, 
Grorce C. Mercer, to Miss Mary Coarzs, daughter of 
Gilbert Albertson, Esq. all of Southwark. 


OBITUARY. 


Departed this life, at Warwick Furnace, Chester 
county, Pa: on the morning of the 3d inst. Rev. Wiz- 
uiaM A. Srevens, Pastor of the Presbyterian church in 
West Chester. The pen of Christian friendship re- 
luctantly performs the unwelcome task of eg 
to his acquaintance and is charge the doleful inte 
ligence: but what avuils its backwardness? The 
arrow has flown, and th 2 victim is the brother beloved, 
whose name stands at the head of this page. We 
ne’er shall look upon his face again, till this corruptible _ 
shall have put on incorruption. 
Mr. Stevens had but four short months before, been 
installed pastor of the church by the Presbytery of 
New Castle, to which he belonged, and had preached 
but one Sabbath afterwards, when the symptoms of 
declining health induced him to relinquish his labours, 
to try the effect of eon g Neve: relaxation. [lis place 
was supplied by the Rev. Exias P. Exy, who but just 
completed a two months’ term of labour for his Master, 
when he returned to Connecticut to dic, at the paternal] 
mansion—thus preceding a few days our depart- 
ed brother, who has now followed him to the land 
of silence. How transporting their interview beyond 
the cold Jordan they have both now ? 

Finding his health but little if any improved by or 

ork, 


and after languishing for two months, in West Chester 
and vicinity, flattered occasionally with some apparent 
change for the better, he ceased to breathe or the 
morning of the 3d instant at the house of a relation, at 
Warwick Furnace. Thus, in the morning of his days 
and in the meridian of his usefulness, our brother has 
bidden us a long farewell. But, we sorrow not as those 
who have no hope. His sleeping dust, reanimated a 
glorious form, we expect again to behold, and together 
with him, we hope again to sing the praises of the one, 
whom he adored and  -eached. 

Departed this life, on the morning of the 10th inet. 
Miss MarcaretGuitp. In the death of Miss G. socic- 
ty has lost an ornament, the cause of educatiun a de- 
voted advocate and fricnd, and the church of Christ, a 
humble and faithful member. 

The writer of this brief tribute of friendship, had the 
pleasure of an intimate acquaintanve with the deceased 
for several years, and can truly say, that she adorned 
the doctrine of God, her Saviour, in all things. Her 
mind, which was naturally strong, was richly endowed 
with knowledge, and this being sanctified, was brought 
to bear on the cause of her dear Redeemer. She spent 
all her time in the delightful work of instructing youth, 
and her associates in the Sabbath School can testify to 
her zeal and fidelity in that field of labour. Her last 
illness was of short duration, and as soon as she knew 
that death would be the result, she tried tu be found 
watching, she fixed all her hopes on the Saviour, and 
her constant prayer was for the light of God’s counte- 
nance. This He gave her; and oh! then how her faith 
triumphed, she rose above the world, and held sweet 
communion with her God. Her prayers were fervent, 
her conversation edifying, and the messages which sh~ — 
sent to her young friends and relatives, manifested her 
strong desire for their spiritual welfare. For her *‘ to 
live was Christ, and to die, was gain.” 


PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The stated semi-annual meeting of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia will be held in Woodbury, N. J. on Tuesday © 
next, 2}st inst. commencing at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

8. G. WINCHESTER, Stated Clerk. 


TEMPERANCE CONVENTION. 


A Young Men’s State Temperance Convention, is to be 
held in Carlisle on the first ‘Tuesday of November. A 
full delegation and an interesting meeting are expected, 


SCARCE AND VALUABLE BOOKS. 
WHETHAM has received from London and Ger- 

e many a large assortinent of valuable Theological 
and Classical books ; among them, are the fol lowing : 

Hieronomi Omnia Opera, 5 vols. folio, (a very fine 
copy,) Chrysostomi Omnia Opera, 4 vols. folio. do. do. do. 
Wittsii Omnia Opera, 6 volumes, quarto, do. do. do. 
Christophor Wolliius in Nov. Test., 5 vols. quarto, do. do, 
do. J. C. Suiceri Thesaurus Ecclesiasticus—E. Patribus, 
Graeca, 2 vols. folio; Venema in Psalms, 6 volumes 
quarto; Trommi Concordantia, 2 volumes folio ; Michae- 
hs in Hagiographa 3 volumes, quarto; Bodius in Ephe- 
sios, folio; Clerici commentaria in Genesin, folio: Span- 
himi Dubia Evangelica, 1 vol. 4t0; Pruckneri Vindicia 
Biblica, folio; Robinsoni Annales Mundi folio; Coce- 
Lexicon Hebreeica, folio ; Calipeni Lexicon, 2 vols. folic, 
Nov. Test. Gree Ed. Millii cum. var. Lee. fol.; Nov. 
Test. Grec. Ed. Bengel. cum. var Lec. 4to 1734; Nov. 
Test. Gree Ed. Griesbac. 2 vol 8v. Leipsic ; D. Joan. 
Calvini Institutio Christiane Theol. ; Corpus 
trinee Christiane a Phil. Melanchthon, 8 vo.; Hammond 
on the New Testament, 1 vol, folio; Gussetii Commens 
taria; Biblia Sacra Vulgati folio, do. 1 vol. va; A 
Lapide in Pentateuca 1 vol. folio; Cradocks Harmony, 1 
vol. folio; Cradocks Apostolical History, 1 vol. folio; 
Ambrose’s Works. 1 volume folio. 


LAWRENCEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL. 
Near Princetan New Jersey. 


HE next session of this [nstitation, will commence on 
the Ist November. 
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ENKY PERKINS. J59 Chesnut Street, has for sale 
the following, among many other valuable book. 
Abbott’s Young Christian, Teacher, Cormier Stone, 
Mother at Home, Child at Home, Fireside Piety, Motbecs 
Friend, Family at Home, &c. . 
The Fathers Book ; The Pastors Testimony ; Mather’s 
Explanation of the types and figyres by which Christ 
exhibited under the legal dispeusatiog, re-wiittey by 
author of The Listener.” .. 
Gregory’s Letters. on the Evidenges of the Christian 
Religion ; McIivaines Evidenecs of Qbristiavity ; Miriam, 
a Jewish Tale by the author of Infvence,” dc. ; Jay's 
Works; Jones’ Church History, Newton’s Works, Wad- 
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plete in 10 vols. ; Dwight’s Theology, &c. &e, 
Oct. 16. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


CHRIST SUFFERING AND DYING. 
Translated from the German. 


s! very Son of God, 
thy blood hast given, 


_ +Mod through pain and death has trod 
“she straight way that leads to heaven; 


. Let not all misery 
-. Have been borne in vain for me. 
essions, crying loud, 
-  Made-thee such a man of sorrows ; 
.. ]t my transgressions 
“Oni thy back those bleeding furrows; | 
My transgressions, O my God, 
Brought on thee this bitter rod ! 


That thy sweat was drops of blood 
In thine agonising hour, 

When the cup before thee stood, 
Which to drink required all power, 

Though thou wast God’s only Son: 

This have my transgressions done! 


That thou wast abandoned 
To the rage of thy pursuers, 
’ Bound with cords and buffeted, 
Numbered with the evil doers, 
Mocked and scourged and spit upon ;— 
This have my transgressions done! 


That thy foes thy bleeding brow 
‘Crowned with thorns, and without pity 
Led thee, fainting, stooping low 
*Neath thy cross without their city ; 
Then with Taewes on Calvary, 
Hanged thee on the cursed tree ; 


- That like one of God accurst. 
On the cruel cross they nailed thee: 
Mock’d thy groans, thy burning thirst, 
And, when heart and spirit failed thee, 
_ Gave the vinegar with gall ; 
My transgressions did it all. 


Jesus ‘twas for sin of mine, 
That thou wast of God forsaken ; 
*T was for me that heaft of thine 
‘Was by horrors overtaken, 
‘Pangs of hell gat hold on thee, 
_ For thou sufferedst for me. | 
Oh the depth! [t was for me . 
_ That my Saviour died—yea, rather 
Rose again, that T might be 
Reconciled to God, my Father! 
Love for wrath to me is given, 
_ And for hell the joys of heaven! 


: Saviour, to thy pierced side 
Comes a soul with sins encompast, 
' Seeking there herself to hide 
From the stormy wind and tempest— 
Like a trembling bird, that’s fled 
In some rock to hide her head. 


In thy pierced, bleeding side 
_ Hide her, O thou Rock of Ages! 
Safely there may she abide 
While the tempest roars and rages ; 
_ Safe from every enemy, 
. And the fears that made her flee. 


Yea, Lord Jesus take her in! 
Jesus, Lord! receive my spirit ! 
at, redeemed from all my sin, 
I thy glories may inherit : 
For thy sufferings and distress 
Give me endless blessedness !—Christian Obs. 


SHORT PRAYERS ON READING THE BIBLE. 


Oh dearest Lord, thou didst command 
Abraham to slay his own dear son, and he 
was willing to obey thee. My father, if thou 
seest that [ love any one too much, so that I 
might fall into the sin of forgetting thee, do 


thou pity, and forgive, and strengthen me, so 


that I, like Abraham, may give up all with a 
cheerful heart at thy bidding, knowing and 
feeling that thou doest all things well. 


Oh ! Lord, as Abraham did rise up early in 
the morning to obey thee, even though it was 
to slay his only son, so let me never be back- 
ward in doing the work which my hand find- 
eth to do, though it ‘may be ever so painful, 
or ever so sorrowful a duty: for indeed, my 
dear heavenly Master, 1 do desire that thy 
holy will may be ever done. 


Oh! my kind Lord and Saviour, like as 


- thou didst bless Abraham in all things, so 


hast thou blessed me, even when thy hand 
seemed heaviest upon me to afflict. Oh! it 
is good for me that I have been in sorrow, 
and my heart doth now desire to bless, and 
praise and thank thee for the rod. 


Lord, I too would ask thee to give me good 


speed in all my doings; it is thy blessing 


alone can make me useful and happy. Oh! 
my Father, lead me by the hand in every step 
of my life, guide my every thought, and help 
me to leave all to thy kind care, who doest all 
things well. 


_ Lord, whatever may be the work I have to 
do, help me first to seek true wisdom from 
thee, knowing that nothing is too great a trial 
for thee to take away, or enable me to bear, 
nor any thing too small for thee to pity, for 
thou art the King of heaven and earth; and 
still thou carest for each sparrow that falleth. 


_ REMARKABLE INSCRIPTION, 


The following is a copy of a remarkable 
inscription engraved on a copper plate in 
A. D. 1657, and till within these few years 
remained fixed on the Friends’ burial ground 
at Burton, a retired village in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. It is supposed to have 
been written by Edward Burrough, an emi- 
nent minister of that society. 


“Though superstitious minds do judge 
amiss of this burial place, yet let them know 
hereby, that the Scripture saifh ‘ the earth is 
the Lord’s,’ and so is this part of the earth. 


_ Therefore, being so, and set apart for the 


id 


Church’s use, or a burial place, it is as holy 
or convenient and good for that purpose as 
any other earth is, and is not without Scrip- 
ture warrant, or examples of the holy men of 
“God, to bury in such a place. For Joshua, a 
servant of the Lord, and Commander-in- 
‘Chief, or leader and ruler of the people of 
God, when he died, was neither buried in a 
steeple house, now called a parish church, 
nor in a steeple house yard; but ‘he was 
buried in the border of his inheritance on the 


.. North side of the hill Mount Goash,’ and 


Eleazar, Aaron’s son, who was ‘ called of the 
Lord,’ when he died, they buried him, not in 
a.parish church, nor in a steeple house yard, 
but they buried him in a hill that 
to Phineas his son, which was given him in 
a Ephraim, as you may read in Joshua; 
and these were no superstitious 

beloved in the. Lord end so 
Abraham’s bought field. Genesis, c. 23 
ver. 17. to 20, though superstitious minds are 
now unwilling. unto the truth to bend, who 
are offended at such as bury in their inheri- 
tance, or bought field appointed for that pur- 
pose.” 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN SOCIETY FOR THE 


give a minute review. 
| however, indicate some of its unhappy, not to 
say unwarrantable and dangerous features. 


4 


| 


appertained | 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 


To the Editor of the Presbyterian, 


Srr—I enclose for insertion in your valuable 


journal, the following extraordinary docu- 


ment. It is my purpose for the present, 


-| rather to spread it out before the American 


people, and let it speak for itself, than to 
The following hints, 


I. The paper throughout, displays the most 
puerile, and for Reformers, unpardonable ig- 
norance of the true state of the question, in 
the United States. 


II. The arrogant claims of these foreigners 
are even ludicrous. They claim the credit of 
having greatly contributed to excite the pub- 
lic mind in our Northern States, on the sub- 
ject of slavery. So far as visionary schemes, 
and violent measures have been adopted, 


they may perhaps take the credit of their 


projection; but Christianity and American 
principles have, under God, done the actual 
good that has been done for the poor slave, 
and the degraded freeman of colour. On the 
other hand, there is no question that the 
foreign emissaries, who have recently arrived 
in this country, uniting with the Garrisons 
in America, have retarded, for almost one 
generation, the cause of African freedom 
and elevation in the United States. 

If. The unjustifiable officiousness of the 
spirit manifested in this document, will meet 
a merited rebuke, as it must excite an honest 
indignation, in every American bosom. The 
British nation first made us slave-holders ;— 
next, she tried to put fetters on us.—We 
have taught her a lesson which she ought not 
to forget. Let her try her Reform on India, 
and Ireland, and her unhappy and oppressed 
millions at home, before she begins her rash 
knight errantry on our shores, and creates 
discord, and indiscreet zeal among our popu- 
lation. 

IV. This paper, with its plans and results, 
seals the fate of the present system of Aboli- 
tion in the United States. Nothing more is 
wanting to prove to every American citizen, 
that Abolitionism, as oppdsed to the practicat 
ble plan of gradual emancipation, is reckless 
of all consequences; and when these rash 
men invite British men and British gold 
‘““TO AGITATE” our country, let them know 
that, by the act, they declare war against our 
social relations, our constitution, and our na- 
tion itself. Mr. Garrison has done this 
openly, both in England and in this country. 


V. Let the friends of the black man, the 
friends of their country, the friends of order 
and of Christ, be wise, faithful, and united, 
and the present crisis will unfold, freedom to 
the slave, a Christian empire to Africa, and 
deliverance to our country from the greatest 
of all evils, and of all sins. : 


AN ABOLITIONIST OF TIIE OLD SCHOOL. 


Circular Letter of the Britivh and Foreign Society for the 
Universal Abolition «of Negro Slavery, and the Slave 
Trade, to the Anti-Slavery Associations, and the 
Friends of Negro Emancipa:ion throughout the United 


Kingdom. 

It has long been the subject of anxious 
considerition among many of the friends of 
Negro Emancipation, how far it is expedient 
to continue those associations which were 
established during the Colonial controversy, 
to promote the Anti-Slavery feeling of the 
country. 3 

It was felt-on the one hand, that although 
this great question has been set at rest, pro- 
bably for ever, so fur as respects Slavery in 
our own Colonies, yet, that the imperfect 
manner in which the measure of abolition has 
been introduced and carried, leaves too much 
room to fear, that further exertions may still 
be necessary for the full establishinent of the 
Negro in his ackrowledged rights, and for his 
protection in the enjoyment of them hereaf- 
ter. It was also considered, that while Sla- 
very exists under the sanction of any civilized 
state, the moral influence of Great Britain 
ought to be powerfully exerted to effect its 
utter and immediate extinction-—that the 
deep conviction of religious duty that prompt- 
ed us to the course which we successfully 
followed. at home, should impel us to sitnilar 
zeal and exertion, in the use of every legiti- 
mate means to attain the same end abroad. 
Slavery, wherever it exists, is the same moral 
deformity, the same crime before God; and 
ought to be viewed with detestation, and re- 
probated with boldness, by every man who 
professes to act on Christian principles. 

On the other hand, it could not be denied, 


}that the unparalleled exertions made by the 


Anti-Slavery public during the last two 
years, were too great to be readily continued, 
when®@the personal interest of the question 
had subsided ;' nor would it be reasonable to 
expect a further sacrifice of money, as well as 


of time and labour, from those who had alrea- 
dy done their utmost to acquit their country 
of its share of guilt. In fact, many who were 


most anxious to extend the operation of 


British benevolence to other Slave-holding 
countries, were not less reluctant to appear 
encroaching on the generosity of their fellow- 
subjects, and to make a second appeal to the 


liberality of those, whose means, so far as 
they were reasonably applicable to a distinct 
and peculiar object of charity, seemed almost 
exhausted. 3 

While these conflicting considerations 1en- 
dered it difficult to decide on which side the 
path of duty lay, circumstances have occur- 
red both in this country and in America, 
which have determined the Agency Anti- 
Slavery Committee in their course. 

It appears that in the northern states of 
the Union, a very powerful interest on behalf 
of the slave has lately been excited. It may 
be expedient to advert to some facts connect- 
ed with American Slavery, not generally 
known to the British public, although many 


of them have appeared in recent publications. 


Slavery obtains in America to a far greater 


extent, and in some respects, in a far more 
degraded form, if possible, than it assumed in 
our own Colonics. 


It is confined to the 


States below 36° N. latitude, but the number 
of slaves below this limit, exceeds two mil- 
lions. In some places, (as South Carolina 
for example) education is prohibited by law, 
and a free person of colour cannot enter the 
territory. Slave evidence is wholly inadmis- 
sib'e, except against each other. Trial by 
jury, even in capital cases, is denied: and, 
as the necessary consequence of such a sys- 
tem, the most barbarous usage is the rule, 
and kindness the rare exception. Cruelty, 
starvation, separation of families, and all the 
crimes in that black catalogue of oppression, 
with which we are at length familiar, prevail, 
with this peculiar and monstrous aggravation, 
that the Slave cannot be made free! Such is 
the well founded jealousy entertained of the 
very first step towards emancipation, that 
even the reluctant and conscientious slave 
possessor, is restrained by law from divesting 
himself of the iniquitous property—he dare 
not and cannot emancipate his slave, except 
at the penalty of banishing him from home 
and family; for to emancipate him, he must 
first conduct him to another State, and leave 
him in exile for ever! | 

The condition of the free people of colour 
in America, whose number exceeds 300,000, 
is only in a slight degree advanced. Their 
acquired privileges are but scanty and un- 
substantial; their degradation is intolerable ; 
their gradual banishment from the States is 
generally considered a maxim of national 
policy. It is scarcely necessary to add, that 
the internal Slave trade is carried on with all 
its most. disgusting and loathsome incidents 
—husbands and wives, mothers and children, 


and examined like cattle, and then separated 
for ever with as little compunction, as sheep 
or oxen in our markets. 

‘The horrible details of the system are tc be 
found in many recent publications ; and many 
of them are given at length in a work of ac- 
knowledged accuracy, Mr. Stuart’s “ Three 
Years in America.” For the present, there- 
fore, it is unnecessary to dwell upon them. 

It could not be expected that such a state 
of things should have failed altogether in 
awakening the sympathy and indignation of 
many good men in America. But such is the 
hardening tendency of familiarity with Slavery, 
and of habitual and national contempt of 
colour, that till lately, a better feeling has made 
but very little progress, even in the northern 
States. Some good men have exerted them- 
‘selves with perseverance and energy, to effect 
a revolution in the public mind. They have 
received, however, but little encouragemen’, 
and less support. Not deterred by this, they 
recently established a National Anti-Slavery 
Society at Philadelphia, under very favourable 
auspices, and with a fair promise of ultimate 
success: but still their number is too few, in 
proportion to the vast extent of country over 
which their labours must be distributed, and 
their financial resources too scanty, on an 
occasion which America has never yet re- 
garded as one of charity, not to feel dismayed 
at the difficulty of their gigantic undertaking. 

These good men have entreated our assist- 
ance: they have heard, aud some of thei 
have witnessed the wonderful success, which, 
under the blessing of Almighty God, attended 
the mersures adopted in this country in kind- 
ling an Anti-Slavery feeling, and they have 
resolved to follow the example ; their object 
is to propagate their principles throughout the 
States by lectures and daily publications; to 
combine and lead the efforts of their fellow- 
labourers in the extensive field before them, 
by the same means of afliliated associations 
and central correspondence; and they are 
resolved to adopt, and faithfully to adhere to 
the same right principles on which our coun- 
try acted—Slavery is a crime before God, und 
must therefore be ubolished. 

‘The Committee could not be insensible to 
such an appeal. It was too nearly allied to 
those feelings which supported and stimulated 
them through their own arduous conflict, to 
be received with indifference ; but when this 
alone had almost .liccided them on the duty of 
continuing their associated existence, they 
found from the letters of their friends in 
many parts of the country, that a similar anx- 
iety generally prevailed to make themselves 
of further use, if it was considered in London 
that aught remained to do in this great cause. 
In some places, the Committee found them- 
selves (for the first time they hope) anticipa- 
ted in zeal. In Scotland and Liverpool espe- 
cially, large sums were already subscribed for 
the same object, and it became obvious that a 
central and metropolitan Committee would 
eventually become indispensably necessary, 
to conduct the intended operations upon any 
really efficient scale. 

Under these circumstances the Committee 
re-assembled, and after a full consideration of 
the course which it became them to take, 
have re-organized themselves into the British 
and Foreign Society, for the Universal Aboli- 
tion of Negro Slavery, and the Slave Trude. 

Theit whole purpose is explained under 
this general title, and they hope that they 
shall be enabled by the support of the coun- 
try to accomplish these extensive objects. 
One of their first duties will be to give to the 
Anti-Slavery cause in America, all the assist- 
ance which can be supplied in sending to 
them Lecturers of acknowledged power, and 
in disseminating that information which may 
keep alive an active and profitable interest in 
their proceedings, in the United Kingdom. 
To effect the first and most important object, 
and to secure the co-operation of those most 
able and valuable men, who have distin- 
guished themselves not less by their talents 
than their zeal, in the service of the Commit- 
tee, it is calculated that a minimum income 
of £1500 per annum will be required for a 
term of three years; by which time it is 
hoped that American feeling will be suffi- 
ciently excited to dispense with all pecuniary 
assistance from strangers. | 


The second object can only be prosecuted 
in subordination to the first—and the extent 
to which it is attempted, will of course 
depend on the degree of encouragement 
which may, fiom time to time be given by the 
country. 

‘The Committee feel it right to explain on 
this occasion, that the line of duty which they 
have here chalked out for themselves, will 
not require that busy and unceasing exertion, 
and voluminous correspondence which neces- 
sarily’ attended their past labours. They men- 
tion this, not only to quiet apprehension as to 
the probable expense of their proceedings, 
but to allay any anxiety that may naturally 
be felt by their provincial allies, that a repeti- 
tion will follow of those frequent calls upon 


their time which were absolutely inevitable, 


during the two years immediately preceding 


are publicly exposed to auction, and handled 


the passing of the Abolition Bill. The sys- 
tem of agitation then pursued, was essentially 
expensive and troublesome even to irritation ; 
but it was indispensable, and it may not be 
unseasonable to mention, that its power is now 
acknowledged, even by men in power, who 
were most sensibly annoyed by its action, to 
have mainly contributed to the success of the 
measure. Such, however, are no longer the 
tactics necessary to follow. ‘The steady and 
unwearied support of the Anti-Slavery public, 
unaided by the excitement of popular meet- 
ings, but sustained by a calm and conscien- 
tious principle of religious duty, is all they 
ask ; and, by the blessing of God, will prove 
sufficient. 

In the preceding explanation of their im- 
mediate object, and of the circumstances 
which have led them to recommence their 
Anti-Slavery exertions, the Committee repeat 
their wish, that it may be distinctly under- 
stood, that it is by no means intended to c&h- 
fine themselves to the cause of emancipation 
in America. The extent to which they may 
hereafter proceed, must necessarily depend 
upon the encouragement which they receive 
from the. public; but when the public are 
made fully conscious of the vast claims that 
the negro still possesses on their sympathy, it 
cannot be doubted but that their support will 
prove both liberal and constant. 

Not less than Five MILLIons of our fellow 
creatures are still detained in hopeless bond- 
age by the avarice and cruelly of man. ‘Trea- 
ties have been made with ostentatious regard 
to the interests of humanity, and have been 
buried in the mysterious recesses of Downing 
Strect, forgotten and disregarded! Laws and 
ordinances have been promulgated with busy 
zeal, to silence the remonstrances of British 
benevolence, and those laws have become a 
dead letter, ere the ink which recorded them 
was dry! It would be imprudent here to ad- 
vert to facts which have from time to time 
been loudly whispered abroad, but there is 
too much reason to believe, that the extensive 
trade still carried on in the French, Spanish, 
and Portuguese colonies, is sustained by 
British capital, and screened by British in- 
genuily. In Cuba and the Brazils, and in 
some of the French colonies, the market for 
human cattle is daily supplied from the coast 
of Africa; while the mines of Chili and Peru 
are peopled with miserable, though guiltless 
victims, whose blood is drained by a system 
of unparalleled horror, to fill the pockets of 
Finglish shareholders! These things pass 
unheeded, because they are unknown; and 
there is no voice to make them known; for 
the cry of humanity jars with the so:t tones of 
foreign diploinacy, and is lost in the heartless 
labvrinth of political negotiation ! 

The Committee wish to become the mouth- 
piece of their suffering and enslaved fellow- 
creatures throughout the world. They seek 
to unfold the secrets of every prison-house to 
the light of day—to give loud utterance to 
the groans of the captive negro, whether lash- 
ed to his task under the scorching rays of a 
tropical sun, or chained to labour in the 
abysses of a Peruvian mine: they hope that 
by thus forcing the subject on the frequent 
attention of their countrymen, they shall 
bring to his aid the protecting influence of 
Parliament: they may thereby secure the 


provisions for the restriction of the Slave 
Trade are now slumbering in the closet of the 
minister: and may reasonably expect to find 
the influence of this country exerted in good 
faith, to induce other States to follow the no- 
ble example which she has given to them. 

They are not unconscious of the magni- 
tude, and, as some may consider it, the pre- 
sumption of these pretensions ; but they can- 
not forget, that emancipation even in our 
co‘onies was, but a few years since, regarded 
as the dream of visionary enthusiasts! as a 
fanciful Utopian scheme impracticable to 
man! Yet by the blessing of God upon their 
labours, and with no other guide than princi- 
ple to direct them, and no other aid than a 
few subscriptions, a power was brought to 
bear upon the legislature in the forin of po- 
pular opinion, that within two years realized 
the vain imagination, and extinguished Colo- 
nial Slavery, if not at once, yet for ever. 

Supported by the same Divine protection, 
and steadfastly adhering to the same princi- 
ple, they ask no better means to lay the foun- 
dation of that far nobler triumph to which 
they now aspire, the utter extinction of Slave- 
ry throughout the world. | 

‘Not by might, nur by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

GEORGE STEPHEN, Chairman. 
Joun Scosue, Secretary. 


P.S. It is possible that we may be obliged, 
in the first instance, to apply for your assist- 
ance in obtaining signatures to an address, 
which it is in contemplation to forward to 
the Americans ; this may seem to threaten a 
renewal of those measures which we have 
said will not be repeated; but it is only in- 
tended as an introductory step to bring the 
subject emphatically before their eyes, and 
not as the prelude of the. system we shall 
hereafter pursue. Some formal announce- 
ment of British feeling on the subject, ap- 
pears necessary ; but beyond this, we antici- 
pate no occasion hereafter for any concerted 
and marked expression of national opinion. 

Those who are willing to further the object 
of the Committee, as described in this circu- 
lar, are requested to communicate their names 
to Mr. Scosie, No. 18, Aldermanbury, Lon- 
don, at their earliest convenience. It will 
be inferred from the preceding statement, 
that as respects the intended assistance to 
America, the request for pecuniary aid is 
limited to subscriptions for a term of three 
years. 


THE DRUNKARD’S DEBASEMENT. 


But the debasing and brutalizing influence of 
the drunkard’s draught, not as it stimulates the 
fiercer passions of our nature, but as it depresses 
the standard of mere humanity, was never more 
thoroughly exhibited, than upon the occasion 
which gave rise to the following anecdote. 

An inveterate drunkard lost his only child, a 
boy about six years of age. Nothing could sur- 
pass the squalled poverty of the shed in which he 
resided. So poor, so entirely abandoned was the 
mother of this little boy, that she was compelled 
'o perform those last offices, which some kind, 
considerate neighbour is commonly at hand to ful- 
fil. With such miserable materials as she could 
gather, she proceeded to compose the limbs, and 
pat on the grave clothes of her little boy ; and to 
prevent that retraction of the eye-lids, which is so 
common after death, she placed two cents upon 
the eyes, and left the apartment. The residue is 
briefly told. The unnatural father entered the 
room, and stealing the two cents from the eye- 
lids of his departed child, hastened to the dram- 


shop !— Temp. Journal, 


faithful observance of treaties, whose salutary. 


HINTS ON HEALTH. 


«<A man,” says Sir William Temple, “ has 
but these four things to choose out of,—to 
exercise daily, to be very temperate, to take 
physic, or to be sick.”—-We may venture to 
assert, with a much later writer, that the 
principal secrets of health, are, early rising, 
personal cleanliness, and leaving the table 
unoppressed. 

When a family rises early in the morning, 
conclude the house to be well governed, and 
the inmates industrious and healthy. 

With respect to exercise, there is a simple 
and benevolent law of nature—* earn, that 
you may enjoy.” In other words—secure a 
good digestion, by exercise. 

As- much, perhaps, may be said concerning 
ablution, as exercise. ‘ Dispel the ill hu- 
mours from the pores.” Cleanliness i3 a vir- 
tue, though not the first in rank, one of the 
first, at least in necessity. | 

On the subject of temperance, that sturdy 
moralist, Johnson, speaking of a book in 
which it was recommended, observed, “ Such 
a book should come out every thirty years, 
dressed in the mode of the times.” ‘ He 
that would eat much,” says the proverb, 
“ must eat little.” Let us not, however, con- 
found temperance with moderation. We 
may be intemperately abstemious, as well as 
intemperately luxurious. 

From all that has been said and written on 
the subject,—from the experience of every 
age and every clime, we may conclude, that 
‘they are the most healthy, who have nature 
for their cook—hunger for their caterer ; who 
have no doctor but the sun and fresh air,— 
and no other physic than temperance and ex- 
ercise.” 


ELECTRICITY. 

It is very probable that electricity has its 
appointed and important purposes in the eco- 
nomy of the atmosphere. And this being so, 
we may see.a use of the thunder-storm and 
the stroke of the lightning. ‘These violent 
events are, with regard to the electricity of 
the atmosphere, what winds are with regard 
to heat and moisture. They restore the equi- 
librium where it has been dissolved, and 
carry the fluid from places where it is super- 
fluous, to others where it is deficient. 

We are so constituted, however, that these 
crises iinpress almost every one with a feeling 


MANTUA FEMALE BOARDING SCHOOL. 
| oe Fall Term will commence on Wednesday the 
22d October. 


Instruction will be given in the several branches of 
a substantial and finished education; viz. Orthography, 
Reading, Pennmanship, English Grammar, Composition, 
Geography, History, Arithmetic, Logic, Rhetoric, and 
Natural and Moral Philosophy. 

Terms—Boarding, Tuition, and Washing $25 
uarter paid in advance, Beds and bedding furnis t 
the Institution without any additional charge. 

Every attention will be paid to the health, the comfort, 
and the moral and intellectual improvement of the pupils. 
This Institution is easy of access, being located on the 
Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike, and about a mile 
from the Pennsylvania Rail Way. Forty-two miles from 
Philadelphia. 

References can be had to any of the Presbyterian 
Clergy of Philadelphia ; to Rev. A. Boyd. Newtown, Pa. 
aud Rev. Charles Williamson, Woodbury. New Jersey, 

JAMES LATTA, Principal. 
Oct. 9—41* 


PARAGRAPH BIBLE. 


CONTAINING the Old and New Testaments, trans- 
lated out of the Original Tongues. The text of the» 
common translation arranged in Paragraphs, such as the 
sense requires: the divisions of chapters and verses being | 
noted in the margin for reference.—By James Nourse. 
The arrangement only, of the above is new; not a word 
is altered from the common copies. Highly commenda- 
torv notices of the work have been received from 
The Rev Drs. Alexander. and Miller, Professors at 
Princeton. Rev. Dr. Laurie, Washington City, Rev. Dr. 
Brown. President of Jefferson College. Rev. Dr. Ely, 
Philadelphia, Rev. Mr. Robert Baird, Genera! Agent of 
the American Sunday School Union, 
This day published and for sale by 
HENRY PERKINS, 
152 Chesnut street. 
NEW BOOKS. 
RS. SHERWOOD’S Works, vol 5; Letters to the 
Young, by Maria Jase Jewsbury, from the third 
London Editon; The Child's Daily Feod—prepared by 
a Father; Tie House I live in, part first. The Frame, 
for the use of Famlies and Schools, by Wm. A. Alcon; 
Counsels to Young Men on Modern Infidelity, and the 
Evidences of Christianitv, by Juobn Morrison. D. 
author of an Exposition of the Book of Psalms; Remarks 
on the Classical Education of Boys, by a Teacher; 
Thoughts on Physical Education, by Charles Caldwell, 
M. D. Just received, and for sale bv 
HENRY PERKINS, 
159 Chesnut street. 


NEW BOOKS. 


J AMES’ Anxious Enquirer.—The Anxions Enquirer 
after Salvation directed and encouraged, by John 
Angell James, author of Family Momitor, &e. The Me- 
moirs of Haunah More, first American edition. Manly 
Piety in its Sp'rit, by Robert Piilip. of Mayberry Chapel. 
Keble’s Chistian Year. Siudney’s Life of Rowland. 
Hill. Waddington’s Church History. Sprague’s Letters 

toa Daughter. The Family at Home, by Abbott. 7 

STEWART’S NEW WORK. 

Sketches of Society in Great Britain and Ireland, by 
C. C. Stewart, M. A. author of a Visit to the South Seas, 
&c. in 2 vols. 12mo. Letters to the Young. by Maria 
Jane Jewsbury, from the third London edition. With all 
the new publications—for sale by 

J. WHETHAM, 

October 8. 22 south Fourth street. 


of awe. ‘The deep lowering gloom of the 


thunder-cloud, the overwhelming burst of the | 


explosion, the flash from which the steadiest 
eye shrinks, and the irresistible arrow of the 
lightning which no earthly substance can 
withstand, speak of something fearful, even 
independently of the personal danger which 
they may whisper. ‘They convey, far more 
than any other appearance does, the idea of 
a superior and mighty power, manifesting 
displeasure and threatening punishment. Yet 
-we find that this is not the language which 
they speak to the physical inquirer; he sees 
these formidable symptoms only as the im ans 
or the consequences of good. What office 
the thunderbolt and the whirlwind may have 
in the moral world, we cannot here discuss ; 
but certainly he must speculate as far beyond 
the limits of philosophy as of piety, who pre. 
tends to have learnt that their work has more 
of evil than of good. In the natural world, 
these apparently destructive agents are, like 
all the other movements and appearances of 


the atmosphere, parts of a great scheme, of 


which every discoverable purpose is marked 
with beneficence as well as wisdom.—/¥ he- 
well’s Bridgewater Treatise. 


ABINGTON BOARDING SCHOOL FOR 
YOUNG LADIES. 
HE REV. ROBERT STEEL'S Boarding School for 


Young Ladies. will be opened on the 3d of Novem- 
ber, at Abington, eleven miles north from Philadelphia. 
This School, which has been for several years under the 
care of Mrs. Gwinner, will hereafter be conducted by the 
subscriber aided by competent teachers. 

In this Tostitution will be taught the various branches of 
a good English education; viz. Orthography, Reading, 
Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, Grammar. History, 
Composition, Rhetoric, Chemistry. Natural Philosophy. 
Astronomy. Natural History, and the Evidences of 
Christianity. To the above course will be added, Latin 
and Greek when required, without any extra charge. 

The price for Boarding, Tuition and Washing, Fuel 
and Lights, will be $37 50 per quarter. There will be 
two vacations in the year of two weeks each, one in Oc- 
tober and one in April. The government of the School 
will be parental, and the young ladies will always be 
treated as members of the family, and watched with 
tender and affectionate care. The healthy situation of 
Abington, the beanty of the surrounding country, its 
proximity to Philadelphia, and the convenience of a daily 
mail, ail conspire to render it a most desirable location 
‘for such an Lustitation. 

To those unacquainted with the Principal, the most re- 


spectable references can be given, 
ROBERT STEEL, Principal. 
Oct. 9th—4t. 


yp YNG@S LECTURE on the Law and Gospel, 1 vol. 
duvodecimo. Just published by 
KEY & BIDDLE, 
23 Minor street, 


SCOTT’S COMMENTARY. 


& J. WHITE, of New York, have just published 
e a new and handsome edition of this valuable work, 

on a large and handsome type, in a demy-quarto form. 
The numerous inquiries recently made for an edition 
which could be read without injury to the eyes, have in- 
duced the publishers to issue this edition in a diflerent 
furm fiom any heretofore printed in this country. The 
price is a low. For sale 
GRIGG ELLiotTtT, and 


b 
jr. & Tuomas, 
Philadelpina. det 9—4* 


TEMPERANCE ALMANAC FOR 1835. 


HE Pennsylvania State Temperance Society have 


language, for 1835, and have one in the press in the En- 
glish, particularly adapted to Pennsylvania and New Jer- 
sey. These Almanacs have been prepared by the Agent 
with much care, and will greatly advance the Temper- 
ance cause wherever they are distributed. The society 
rely on the friends of the cause to aid them in their circu- 
lation. Orders will be attended to at the Temperance 
Office 14 South Fifth street. 


BOARDING. 


= for young Gentlemen can be obtained 
at the South West corner of Eighth and Walnut 
streets. The location is pleasant and convenient, espe- 
cially for those connected with either of the Medical In- 
stitutions. ‘Terms reasonable. Oct. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 


*pue fourteenth edition of the Catalogue of Sunday 
% School Books published by the American Sunday 
School Union, may be had at the hookuaie of the Society, 
146 Chesnut street, Philadelphia, and at all their deposito- 
ries. 

This catalogue enumerates one hundred and !wo books, 
in paper covers, and two hundred and fifty-six books, 
bound ; total—three hundred fifty-eight publications, suita- 
ble for Jurenile, Family and Sunduy School Libraries, 
furnishing a large amount of instructing and entertaining 
matter ; a History, Biography, Sacred Biogra 
phy, Narrative and Miscellaneous subjects. A complete 
set neatly and safely put up, is afforded for $48.—With 
the Maps of Palestine and Jerusalem $50 38. 

Superiptendents, librarians and teachers of Sunday 
Schools: parents and guardians, and youth, generally, are 
invited to examine this assortment of books, which have 
been found acceptable in thousands of Sunday School 
Libraries ard families. 

The Sunday School Journal reduced in size. is now 
published on the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month at one dollar per year, in advance for one copy.— 
Six copies sent to one address fur $5.—Thirteen copies 
do. $10 —Thirty copies do. $20. 

The Youth’s Frend, is published once a month at 
twenty-five cents per year. . 


RECENT IMPORTATIONS. 
WHETHAM has just received from London and 

Germany a large assortment of valuable Theologi- 
cal and Classical books. 

Gesenius Hebrew Lexicon,’ new edition, Simonis, do do. 
Hahu’s, Hebrew Bibl-; Vanderhoeght’s do, do. Michaellis’ 
do do. Bretchnider’s Greek Lexicon. Van Ess’ Septuagint, 
Knapp’s Greek Testament, Weber's German aud English 
Dictionary, Naebe’s Ecclesiastical distery, new edition, 
Thucydides, Sophocles. Euripidies. Herodotus, Homer’s 
had, do. Oddyse, Aeschy has, Augustinus, 


LONDON BOOKS. 

South’s Sermons, 7 vols. Lime street Lectures, Howe’s 
Works, Leighton’s, do. Qwen’s, do. Bloomfield’s Digest, 
Lightfoot’s Works, Tillotson’s. do. Barrow’s, do. Sher- 
lock’s, do. Taylor’s do. Marsh’s Michaellis. Reynold’s 
Works, Halyburton’s, do. Sharp’s, do. Heywood’s, do. 
Wats«n’s Body of Divinny, Atierbury’s Sermons, Booth's 
Works, 3 vols. Calvin’s Instituigs: with a large assort- 
ment of Theological and Classical Books at 22 south 
Fourth street, 


NEW BOOKS. 
Vy EMOIKS OF HANNAH MORE, the first Ameri- 
c 


an from the first London Edition. 

The Anxious Inquirer after Salvation, Directed and 
Encouraged by Johu Angell James, author of “ Family 
Monitor,” * Christian Charity,” &c. 

Letters on Practical Subjects to aeDaughter by Wm. 
B Sprague, D. D., Pastor of the Second Presbyterian 


published a Temperance Almanac in the German | 


Church in Albany. In offering a new edition of this 
Work to the public, the author has availed himself of the 
privilege of making some additions. — 

A Harmony of the Gospe:s in Greek in the General 
Order of Leclere and Newcome, with Newcome’s Notes 
printed from the Text and with the various readings of 
Knapp. The whole revised, and the Greek text newly 
arranged by Edward Rebinsow#, 

Manly Piety in its Spirit, by Robert Philip, of. Maberly 
Chapel. 

Missionary Voyages among the South Sea Islands— 
with Eogravings from original. designs. 

Sketches of Society in Great Britain and Ireland, by 
C.S Stewart, author of a Visit to the South Seas. 

Waddington’s Church History. 

A History of the Church from the Earliest Ages tu the 
Reformation, by the Rev. George Waddington, A. M. 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, &c. 


Mrs. Sherwood’s Works. 


The third and fourth vols. of Harper’s uniform Edition 
of Mrs. Sherwood’s Works. : 


Louth’s Isaiah. 

A New Translation with a Preliminary Dissertation 
and notes Critical, Practical aud Explanatory, by Robert 
Louth, D. D. F. R.S. 8. 

Just published and for sale by 


HN C. PECHIN, 
No. 13 south Fourth street. 


NEW TEMPERANCE GROCERY STORE, 


North West corner of Tenth and Race streets. 


-HE subscribers have just opened a new Teimperance 

Grocery Store of choice goods, selected with much 
care for family use. 

They respectfully invite their friends and the public to 
call and examine their assortment, among which may be - 
found the following. 

Superior black and green teas; old Java, Mocha, La- 
guyra, Rio and other coffees; chocolate, Pobhon’s and 
Kitchen’s prepared cocoa; superfine and extra flour, of 
New York and other brands; brown, Havana, steam, 
lump, single, double and treble loaf sugars; syrup; sugar 
house and New Orleans molasses; fine Dutch, sap sago, 
and other cheese; superior fresh sallad oi); ground and 
whole spices; black and cayenne pepper; East and West 
India preserves; au assortment of Underwood’s pickles, 
rich sauces and ketchups; pure cider vinegar; superior 
Jersey and Kentucky hams, warranted good; fine 
Dublin table sal) ; dried appies and peaches; spermaceti 
aud mould candles; pale, spermaceti, winter and fal? 
strained oil, &c. &e. 

And all the assortment of a general family Grocery 
and Tea Store, (except spirituous hquors) which will be 
sold at reduced prices for cash. 

Goods sent home to purchasers without charge, and 


‘every article warranted to give entire satisfaction. 


SCOFIELD & Co. 


TEMPERANCE GROCERY. 


‘The subscriber would invite the continuance of the pat- 
ronage bestowed on the firm of Brown & Gibson, pledg- 
ing bimself to leave nothing undone which will render 
satisfaction to those who may favour him with their cas- 
tom. | 
N. B. Has on hand a lot of superior Teas. 

S. W. corner of 12th & Filbert street. 


OLD TEMPERANCE STORES. 


ok sale at the old Temperance Stores of the Subscri- 
bers, 50 bags of superior Java Coffee, 30 do. Suma- 
tra do. equal to any in the market, price twelve and a 
half cents by the bag... Real Mocha Coffve. ia large and 
small bags. 125 bags of Rio, La Guyra, Jamaica, Ma- 
nilla, St. Domingo, Maracaibo, aad Liberia Coffee, of 
first quality for family use. 
BALDWIN & COLTON, 
No. 2444 Market st. south side, above 7th, and 
S. W. corner of Dock 2d and streets. 


CLASSICAL EDUCATION. 


duties of the Classical Institute, was resumed on 
Monday, Ist September. 
The system of instruction pursued in this Institution 
comprises the Latin and Greek Languages, tanght with 
critical accuracy, together with the usual branches of a 
correct and useful English education, particularly the 
Mathematics. 
For terms and further particulars, inquire at the Acade- 
my, in George street, first dvor above 11th; or at the 
residence of the subscriber. 
JOSEPH P. ENGLES, 

No. 71 Filbert st. 
A large and airy School Room to rent, suitable for an 
English School. Oct 2. 


ALEXANDER -TOWAR 


ONTINUES THE PUBLISHING AND BOOK. 
SELLING business at No. 19 St. James street. 


Aug. 14. 
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